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DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY. 
SERMON. 


THE DIVINE HEART OF JESUS, ALTHOUGH EXCEED- 
INGLY MEEK, STILL IS VERY ZEALOUS FOR THE 
HONOR OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER IN THE 
TEMPLE. 


“Make not the house of my Father a house of traffic.”—John ii. 16. 


SYNOPSIS.—Whereas God usually sent one of His angels to inflict pun-— 
ishment upon offenders, Our Lord took the chastisement of the venders 
and money-lenders in His own hands. This fact should demonstrate to 
us how greatly He is displeased at those who assail His Church, and 
should impress upon us that His dignity demands greatest reverence of 
those assembled in the house of God. Examples: Solomon, Abraham, 
Moses, Joseph, the widow’s mites. How Christians sin in this regard. 


Who would not be astonished when considering the exceeding 
great zeal which inflamed the Heart of Jesus as He grasped a 
scourge, and alone, against so many, drove out the crowd of trades- 
people, with their sheep and oxen, from their temple at Jerusalem, 
upset the tables of the money-changers, and thereby abruptly ter- 
minating their whole business! Owing to His holy zeal the coun- 
tenance of the meek Jesus began to be illuminated as if by lightning, 
so that at sight of Him not one of the offenders dared to murmur, 
but every one of them, as if struck by lightning, deserted his wares 
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and flew from the sight of God’s wrath. The disciples remembered 
this fervor and zeal of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, and after His 
glorious resurrection they spoke about it among themselves (John 
ii. 17), thereby recalling the prophecy of the royal Psalmist, where it 
says: “ The zeal of thy house has eaten me up.” (Ps. lxviii. 10.) 

Why, O most benign Lord, did Thy Heart so burn within Thee, 
and why didst Thou not disdain to take vengeance in this manner 
upon these spoilers of the temple? Was this not beneath Thy dig- 
nity and Thy divine majesty? Why didst Thou not charge the 
angels to drive out these ungodly people from the Temple, and to 
chastise them as thev deserved? Thou didst once cast Lucifer, the 
first offender, from heaven into hell, by Michael, the leader of the 
heavenly hosts. Thou didst drive Adam out of Paradise by a cherub 
armed with a fiery sword. Thou didst annihilate the five cities in 
the valley of the Jordan, the first-born of the Egyptians, and Pha- 
rao by an angel. Thou didst chastise David when he sinned, and 
the entire army of Sennacherib by an angel. Why didst Thou not 
here charge an angel to punish? 

St. Vincent Ferrer gives us the reason by saying: “In order to 
show how greatly those displease Him who assail His Church, 
He does not command an angel to punish them, but punishes 
these blasphemers Himself with His own hand; and also to impress 
upon His followers how greatly they should reverence the holy 
places and the temple where God Himself takes up His abode.” 
“ The Church,” to use the words of St. Chrysostom, “is neither a 
hairdressers’ shop, nor a perfumers’, nor a workshop. It is a place 
for the angels, the abode of God, Heaven itself.” 

That which is holy must be held in proper esteem. The temple 
of the Lord is holy; it is God’s edifice, God’s dwelling. “ But if 
any man violate the temple of God: him shall God destroy.” (I. Cor. 
iii. 17.) 

When God appeared to Solomon the second time, He said to him: 
“T have heard thy prayer and thy supplication, which thou hast 
made before me. I have sanctified this house, which thou hast 
built, to put my name there for ever: and my eyes and my heart shall 
be there always.” (III. Kings ix. 3.) Remember, the eyes of God 
are in the temple; they notice and behold everything, and that what 
they have seen will count for or against us on the day of judgment. 
“ The altar is filled with mysteries,” says St. Chrysostom, “ and the 
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Lamb of God is sacrifieced for thee, the Seraphim stand near, 
and thou dost not blush, thou dost not fear, thou art not ashamed, 
and dost not seek to be reconciled with thy God? The king is 
present ; He comes to dwell among His faithful, and thou standest 
laughing before His eyes, and thinkest little of thy levity? Dost 
thou not see how those who are in the presence of an earthly king 
are attentive in his service, how motionless they stand before him, 
without speaking, or looking here and there? Therefore, should we 
not in the temple lift up our hearts on high, and with great rever- 
ence, serve the King of eternity, the Immortal and Invisible One 
who from the altar observes our actions? 

When Abraham, the prince of the patriarchs, went to sacrifice 
his only son to God, he ordered, before ascending mount Moria, his 
two servants who had accompanied him for three days on the jour- 
ney, to wait at the foot of the mountain until he would return to 
them, after the accomplishment of the sacrifice. Why did he not 
permit the animal that had carried the wood, and the two servants, 
to ascend the mount with him? For no other reason than that they 
might not hinder him during the sacrifice, or distract his heart from 
devotion, and because it was not fit for an animal to be present at a 
holy place, where God Himself, with the host of angels, were present 
to receive a holy sacrifice which was a prototype of the sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ upon the cross. 

Let us apply the example to ourselves. In the temples of Al- 
mighty God there is no longer offered the blood of rams and oxen, 
or of sheep, but the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus is offered up daily 
by the hands of the priest, at the altar, as an agreeable sacrifice to 
God. Oh, what reverence must be expected of us here in the presence 
of God! What purity and fervor of heart on the part of the sacri- 
ficing priest as well as on the part of Christians who assist at this 
sacrifice! Divest yourself of every earthly thought, distraction, or 
business, and say to them, with Abraham, as often as you enter the 
temple: “ Remain here; I will go and worship, and then I will 
return to you.” 

If Moses on Mount Horeb was bidden to take off his shoes before 
approaching the Lord God who was present in the burning bush, 
how much more must we keep free from all earthly desires and 
thoughts when present in the temple to worship God? For “ Sanc- 
tity is becoming to the house of the Lord.” 
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If Joseph of Egypt, when he was led out of his dungeoa after 
having been imprisoned there for two years, was first of all washed, 
shaved, and arrayed in clean garments before he was allowed to 
appear before King Pharao and his court, how much more must we 
have a pure heart and conscience when offering up our prayers and 
supplications in the presence of the Almighty, in the palace of the 
King of heaven! “ Before prayer,” says Sirach (Eccl. xviii. 23), 
“prepare thy soul, and be not as a man that tempteth God.” “ For 
it is not sufficient,” says St. Bernard, “that our heart prays in the 
temple, like an empty grindstone, upon which no grain is poured 
out, but we must pray well, and lift up a pure heart to God.” “ We 
should not only pray,” says St. Chrysostom, “but we should pray 
sc that we may be heard.” 

“What is the meaning that my beloved hath wrought much 
wickedness in my house?” (Jerem. xi. 15.) Are not these words 
true in our day? Mary and Joseph found Jesus in the temple after 
seeking Him diligently for three days. How many Christians, are 
there not, who lose Jesus anew, but through their own fault, through 
their vices! The publican obtained forgiveness of God in the temple 
because he had a contrite and humble heart. ‘“ He went down to his 
house justified ” (Luke xviii. 14), says the Evangelist. But how 
many are there of us who not only neglect to turn their presence 
in the temple to good account, but even increase, by wilful or 
thoughtless irreverence, their guilt and punishment! Nowadays 
many go to church just to see and to be seen, to talk and gossip with 
one another, to laugh and discuss scandal. “ You stand and laugh,” 
says St. Chrysostom, “It would not be surprising if lightning de- 
scended upon you, for such behavior deserves immediate death.” 

A poor widow, as is related by St. Luke, the Evangelist, came into 
the temple to offer to God her heart and all her belongings. She 
threw two pennies into the collection box, and, as the divine Saviour 
Himself tells us, her gift was more precious than that of any one 
else. But in our time many persons come to church, not to give 
their heart to God (for their heart is far from Him), but to turn 
their backs upon Him, and to turn their faces to other people, and 
their minds to levity. 

“Ts this house, then, in which my name hath been called upon, 
in your eyes become a den of robbers? I—I am he: I have seen it, 
saith the Lord.” (Jerem. vii. 8-11.) A great many Christians 
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deserve this reproach, particularly those who make bad confessions, 
and even approach the divine banquet with sin-laden consciences. 
Many persons wonder why God caused the miraculous birth of Christ 
to be announced to the shepherds by an angel. Eucherius explains 
this, and tells us: “ The reason why the angel announced this mes- 
sage to the shepherds appears to have been that they might not 
enter the stable incautiously, where the Infant lay. This cave was, 
owing to the presence of the Son of God, consecrated as a temple; 
therefore the shepherds must enter this new house of God well 
prepared, with the right condition of body and soul, so that they 
might not desecrate it.’”’ The three wise men did the same. They 
entered the house, and, finding the Infant with Mary, His mother, 
prostrated themselves, and adored Him. Here you have an exam- 
ple how you should enter the temple, and how you should conduct 
yourself in the presence of the Most High. Offer up your prayers 
in unity with the intentions which the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
had upon earth, when He prayed to the heavenly Father: ‘“ The 
prayer of him that humbleth himself shall pierce the clouds (Eccl. 
Xxxv. 21) ; and till it come nigh he will not be comforted : and he will 
not depart till the most high behold.” Amen. 


SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0O.P. 


“T have compassion on the multitude.”—Mark viii. 2. 


SYNOPSIS.—Almsgiving a source of great blessing. The money devoted 
to almsgiving not spent, but well invested. The Apostles miraculously 
rewarded when they distributed their entire store of food among the 
multitude. The exercise of charity to be compared to the farmer sowing 
his field, alms the seed sown to bring hundredfold reward. Examples: 
St. Paul, Alexander the Great, etc. 


Our forefathers maintained that by almsgiving we do not become 
poor, and that what is given to God and His Church is a good invest- 
ment. The truth of this was experienced by the Apostles and the 
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four thousand people who had followed the Saviour into the desert, 
When the Apostles distributed their entire store of food, consisting 
of seven loaves and a few fish, as an alms among the hungry multi- 
tude, they did not, therefore, become poor, but, on the contrary, 
richer ; for after all were satisfied there still remained seven basket- 
fuls. Then, again, the four thousand people who had followed the 
Saviour to hear His word, and who had remained with Him for 
three days, did not lose anything either; for their bodies lacked 
nothing, and their souls were fed with the Bread of Life. 

Almsgiving does not make us poor, but rich, as I will show you 
to-day. 

To convince yourselves that almsgiving does not make us poor, 
but rich, I will, as an illustration, ask the farmer by what means he 
may grow poor or rich? He will answer, with Christ : “ Unless the 
grain Of wheat fall into the ground and die, itself remaineth alone. 
But if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” (John xii. 24, 25.) He 
will say: “If I till the field diligently, and sow abundantly, it will 
not be a loss to me, but a gain; the field repays a hundredfold what 
I sowed in it; but if I sow the field sparingly or not at all, I can not 
expect anything of it, and I should become poor.”’ And so it is with 
the alms which we distribute among the poor and needy: it does not 
make us poor, but rich. The rules which the farmer follows in the 
sowing of his field are founded upon the natural productiveness of 
the earth, which frequently, in consequence of great drought or wet, 
or some other contrary conditions, is not fruitful; but the rule that 
almsgiving does not make us poor, but rich, is founded upon the 
Word of God, which can neither lie nor deceive. Then, what does 
the Word of God say about almsgiving? “ Blessed are the merciful: 
for they shall obtain mercy.” (Matt. v. 7.) That is to say, God 
will have mercy upon therm, and amply repay them, with temporal 
and eternal blessings, the benefits which they have shown to their 
brethren in want; for what they have done unto these they have 
done unto Himself. The poor are to us like unto a field; the more 
abundantly we sow it with alms, the more abundantly will it yield us 
fruits of grace for body and soul. The Apostle Paul, too, calls alms 
seed-corn, to give us to understand the reward it will bring us. “He 
who soweth sparingly, shall also reap sparingly : and he who soweth 
in blessings, shall also reap in blessings.” (II. Cor. ix. 6.) This is 
proved by daily experience. Those persons who practise works of 
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mercy are seldom reduced to poverty and want. The blessing of the 
Lord accompanies them visibly, and the saying of the Psalmist is 
fulfilled: “‘ Blessed is he that understandeth concerning the needy 
and the poor: the Lord will deliver him in the evil day. The Lord 
preserve him and give him life, and make him blessed upon the 
earth: and deliver him not up to the will of his enemies.” (Ps. xl. 
2, 3.) At the time when King Alexander the Great invaded Asia 
with a vast army a great many tribes came and brought him the 
half of their possessions, begging him to accept them and in return 
to protect them, so that they might be able to live undisturbed and 
in peace. The magnanimous king answered, that he had not come 
to take anything away from them, but to make them wealthy and 
happy. Thus God will return to us the offerings made Him in the 
form of alms for the poor, because He needs not our gifts to feed 
the poor. He can care for them all without our assistance; but He 
wishes to see us giving alms, that we may thereby acquire the 
virtues of charity, mercy, and generosity, and at the same time be- 
come worthy of His love and mercy. “ Blessed are the merciful: 
for they shall obtain mercy.” <A story is told of a Roman emperor 
who was so liberal and generous toward the poor that his courtiers 
were afraid he would, by his generosity, exhaust the state treasury. 
When having his attention called to this, he used to say: “ God will 
not permit my treasury to want.’’ One day, as the emperor was walk- 
ing in his domains, his foot accidentally struck against a stone. Upon 
examining the stone more closely, he discovered that it was marked 
with a cross. He called his servants and ordered them to lift up 
the stone, as it was not fitting that the cross be trodden under foot. 
When the stone was raised, a second one was discovered, also marked 
with a cross, then a third one, and underneath that an immense 
treasure, with which God rewarded the generous emperor. Now, if 
God only rarely rewards the merciful and charitable in such a visible 
and extraordinary manner, still an alms which is given to the poor 
and needy is never lost; it always bears fruit abundantly, here or in 
the other world. This was known and understood by a certain rich 
man who had inscribed upon his gravestone: “ What I gave away 
for temporal things, I have had, but I have it no longer; that which 
I collected and amassed I have lost, and others possess it ; that only 
I possess which I distributed among the poor, as through their hands 
I have sent it before me to heaven.” When another wealthy man 
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was asked how great his fortune was, he replied: “One hundred 
dollars.” “ What!” they said, “a hundred dollars?” For every 
one knew that his fortune ran into the thousands. The rich man 
made answer: “Certainly I have other possessions, but they are 
gifts of fortune, the possession of which depends upon so many 
chances that I am never sure of them for a single moment ; whereas 
I have given one hundred dollars to the poor, and I am certain that 
they will be well kept, namely in God’s hands, who will return them 
to me with interest.”” And so it is, my dear Christians! The hand 
of the poor is a fruitful field; every grain that we sow there yields 
fruit a hundredfold ; every alms which we distribute is a capital lent 
to God at interest, to Him who does not permit a drink of water 
handed to a thirsty person to go unrewarded. Well, then, dear 
Christians, let us tread in the footsteps of Jesus, who went about 
doing good to all. The poor, the oppressed, and the unfortunate 
are always with us. Let us, therefore, practise charity wherever and 
whenever we can. Let us act upon the advice of the pious Tobias: 
“ According to thy ability be merciful. If thou have much, give 
abundantly ; if thou have little, take care even so to bestow willingly 
a little. For thus thou storest up to thyself a good reward for the 
day of necessity. For alms deliver from all sin, and from death, 
and will not suffer the soul to go into darkness.”’ (Tobias iv. 8-11.) 
Amen. 


SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS. 


HOLY COMMUNION. 


“The bread which I will give, is my flesh for the life of the world.”— 
John vi. 52. 


SYNOPSIS—Abyss of love of God shown in Holy Communion. When the 
Redeemer clothed Himself in our flesh, He hid His divinity. In Holy 
Communion His great love for us induces Him to hide also His humanity. 
The Holy Eucharist the greatest of the Sacraments. How few there 
are who appreciate the magnificence of God’s grace in this Sacrament. 


I. The sublimity and imporiance of this Sacrament. 
II. The effects and blessings of Holy Communion. 
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I. Christ’s presence productive of grace. St. Elizabeth, Simeon, 
Zacheus, St. Peter, Lazarus. In Holy Communion Our Lord not only 
enters our house, but our hearts. Little appreciation shown by many 
Christians. The command of the Church. , 

Il. Effects of Holy Communion. 1. Intimate union with Jesus Christ. 
2. Receiving the source of all grace. 3. Weakening of our inclination to 
sin. 4. Holy Communion a pledge of our salvation. 


Who among us, dear brethren, could think it possible that Jesus 
Christ, out of love for His creatures, would have gone so far as to 
nourish our souls with His adorable body and His precious blood 
unless He Himself had not assured us of this fact? A soul may re- 
ceive its Creator, and as often as it desires! O abyss of goodness 
and love of God for His creatures! When the Redeemer clothed 
Himself in our flesh, says St. Paul, He hid His divinity and carried 
His abasement even unto an ignominious death. But in the adorable 
Sacrament of the Eucharist He, in His boundless love and mercy, 
hides His humanity also. 

Behold, dear brethren, of what the love of a God for His crea- 
tures is capable! Of all the Sacraments there is not one that can be 
compared to the Holy Eucharist. It is true we receive in Baptism 
the adoption of God, and attain a title to the eternal kingdom of 
heaven; in the Sacrament of Penance the wounds of our soul are 
healed, and the friendship of God is restored to us; in the adorable 
Sacrament of the Eucharist, however His most precious blood is not 
only applied us, but we are permitted to receive in reality the divine 
author of all grace. 

But, alas, how few there are who know how to value the magnifi- 
cence of God’s grace! If we properly appreciated the great blessing 
of our privilege in receiving Jesus Christ we should unceasingly 
endeavor to deserve it. To give you an idea of the greatness of this 
blessing, let us consider: 


I. The sublinuty and importance of this Sacrament. 
II. Its effects and blessings. 


I. 


I will not undertake, dear brethren, to describe to you the whole 
sublimity of this Sacrament, because that is not possible to morta! 
man; one would be like God Himself to describe the magnitude of 
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this miracle. We shall never cease wondering in the other life and 
through all eternity, that we miserable men have been allowed to 
receive so great a God. But in order to give you some idea of the 
great blessings of this great Sacrament, dear brethren, let us remem- 
ber that Jesus Christ, during His earthly life, never went anywhere 
without distributing His richest blessings, and how great, there- 
fore, and precious must be the gifts received in Holy Communion! 
In fact, the greatest good of man in this world consists in receiving 
Jesus Christ in Holy Communion, because Holy Communion is not 
only profitable and a food for our souls, but also, as we shall see, 
profitable for our bodies. 

We read in the Gospel that Jesus Christ, at His entry into the 
house of Elizabeth, although He was still enclosed in His Mother’s 
womb, filled Elizabeth and her child with the Holy Ghost; so that 
John was purified from original sin, and the mother cried out: 
“Whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to 
me?” I will leave it to you, dear brethren, to consider how much 
greater is the good fortune of those who, in Holy Communion, en- 
tertain Jesus Christ, not only in their house, but in their hearts; 
who may retain Him not only for six months, as Elizabeth did, but 
for the whole time of their lives. If the holy and venerable Simeon, 
having for so many years ardently desired to behold the Redeemer, 
and at last, holding Jesus in his arms, was so carried away by joy, 
and so enraptured, that he cried out, in an ecstasy of love: “ O Lord, 
what more can I wish for upon earth after having with my very eyes 
beheld the Redeemer of the world? I will now die in peace!” 
And again, dear brethren, what a difference between holding Him 
in arms for only a moment, and receiving Him into our hearts at 
Holy Communion? How little we appreciate our good fortune! 
When Zacheus heard about Jesus Christ, he had a great desire to see 
Him, and the great crowd preventing him from seeing, he climbed 
a tree, and the Lord saw him, and said to him: “ Zacheus, come 
down, for to-day I will enter into thy house.” He descended at 
once, and made the best preparation that he possibly could for the 
reception of the Redeemer. On entering into his house, the Lord 
said: “ This day is salvation come to this house.” Moved by the 
kindness of Jesus Christ, Zacheus cried out: “ Lord, the half of my 
goods I give to the poor, and if I have wronged any man of anything, 
I restore him fourfold.” And thus the visit of Jesus Christ made 
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a great saint of a great sinner. As Jesus, the Gospel informs us, 
entered into the house of St. Peter, the latter begged Him to cure his 
mother-in-law, who was suffering from a violent fever. Jesus Christ 
commanded the fever to leave her, and she was cured immewately 
and waited upon the guests at table. What was it that moved the 
Saviour to raise Lazarus out of death, after he had been dead for 
four days? It was because Lazarus had so often entertained Him 
in his house; therefore, our Lord showed such an attachment for 
him that He shed tears. On other occasions Jesus was implored by 
people to save their lives, others asked Him to heal their bodies, and 
no one went away without having obtained what he wanted. Is not 
this proof that He is always ready to grant all things which we ask 
of Him? What graces will He not shower upon us when He comes 
into our hearts, there to take up His abode? Who can understand 
the happiness of a Christian who, well prepared, receives Jesus 
Christ into his heart, which thereby becomes part of heaven? 

But, you will ask, why is it that the greater number of Christians 
show so little appreciation for this happiness? How is it that many 
of them think little of it, and even mock those who often partake of 
it? These poor unfortunate people have simply never known nor 
enjoyed this great happiness. What happiness it is for a believing 
Christian to arise from the sacred banquet, and go forth with heaven 
in his heart! Fortunate is the house in which such Christians dwell! 
To possess in one’s own house a tabernacle in which God is en- 
throned! 

You will want to know, perhaps, if this happiness is so great, why 
the Church only commands us to receive Communion once a year? 
This command is not given for good Christians, but for the lax and 
indifferent Christians, for the good of their poor souls. In the early 
Church it was the greatest punishment for a Christian to be deprived 
of Holy Communion. The early Christians were allowed to receive 
every time they assisted at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. When 
the Church saw that many Christians neglected the salvation of their 
poor souls, she gave them the command to communicate three times 
a year, at Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost, hoping that the fear of 
sinning against this command would open their eyes. But when, in 
the course of time, Christians became even less zealous of the sal- 
vation of their souls, she made it their duty to receive Holy Com- 
munion at least once a year. How unhappy and blind is the Chris- 
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tian who must be compelled by law to partake of this great happi- 
ness! If, my dear brethren, you had no other sins upon your con- 
science but the neglect of your Easter duty, you would be eternally 
lost. Now tell me what inducement is there for your letting your 
soul fall into such a sad state? You say you are happy and con- 
tented. If I could only believe you! But where do you find your 
peace and contentment? Is it found in the thought that the soul 
awaits the moment of death only to be cast into hell? or, perhaps, 
because the devil is your master? How blind and unhappy is man 
when he has lost the faith! 


II. 


All the Fathers teach us that by the reception of Jesus Christ in 
Holy Communion we receive thousandfold blessings for time and 
eternity ; in fact, this is such a fundamental truth that even a child, 
to the question, ““ Should we desire ardently to receive Holy Com- 
munion?” would answer, “ Yes, indeed.” “ And why?” “On ac- 
count of the excellent effects which it produces within us.” “ And 
what are these effects?”’ “ Holy Communion unites us most inti- 
mately with Jesus Christ, weakens our inclination to do evil, 
strengthens the life of grace within us, and is for us the foundation 
and the pledge of eternal life.” 

I said: 1. Holy Communion unites us most intimately with 
Jesus Christ. This union is so intimate, dear brethren, that Jesus 
Christ Himself says: ‘“ He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my 
blood, abideth in me, and I in him, for my flesh is meat indeed ; and 
my blood is drink indeed.” Consequently, dear brethren, upon re- 
ceiving Holy Communion, the adorable blood of Jesus Christ really 
flows in our veins, His flesh is really blended with ours; and for this 
reason St. Paul says: “It is not I who acts and thinks, but Jesus 
Christ acts and thinks in me. I do not live,” he says, “ but Christ 
liveth in me.” 

2. By receiving Jesus Christ in Holy Communion we receive 
an abundance of graces; by receiving Jesus Christ we receive the 
source of every blessing. Those who receive Jesus Christ feel their 
faith strengthened, and they are more thoroughly impregnated with 
the truths of their holy religion; they realize more clearly the enor- 
mity and the danger of sin; the thought of judgment frightens them 
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more; the misfortune of the loss of God is more perceptible to them. 
In Holy Communion our courage is fortified; we are strong to com- 
bat, our actions are guided by purer motives, our charity increases 
more and more. The thought that we carry Jesus in our hearts, the 
rapture which we experience at that blissful moment, unites and 
binds us so much with God that our heart thinks of and desires but 
God alone. This, dear brethren, is one of the effects which Holy 
Communion produces in us, if we are so happy as to receive Jesus 
Christ worthily. 

3. Holy Communion weakens our inclination to evil. It is 
very easy to perceive this. The most precious blood of Jesus which 
flows in our veins, and His adorable body which is blended with ours, 
must necessarily destroy, or at least weaken greatly, our inclination 
to evil, produced in us by Adam’s sin. It is certain, dear brethren, 
that after receiving Holy Communion we feel a new desire for 
heavenly and a fresh contempt for material things. How can pride 
enter into a heart which has just received a God who, by His entrance 
into this heart, has abased Himself unto self-privation? Would not 
a heart having received a God so pure, indeed holiness Himself, 
feel the greatest horror of the sin of impurity? Would a Chris- 
tian having received Jesus Christ, who died for his enemies, wish 
harm to those who have offended him? Certainly not: it would give 
him pleasure to do good to them as much as lay in his power. 
Therefore, St. Bernard said to his monks: “ My sons, when you feel 
less inclined to evil and more inclined to good, thank Jesus Christ 
who has granted you this grace in Holy Communion.” 

4. Holy Communion is a pledge to us of eternal life; that is 
to say, Holy Communion endows us with the expectation of heaven, 
with an assurance that heaven will one day be our abode. More- 
over, Jesus Christ will cause our bodies at the resurrection to appear 
the more glorious the oftener we have received Him worthily. 

Yes, dear brethren, if we really knew how to appreciate the great- 
ness of this happiness, we should not care to live unless we were 
allowed to receive Jesus Christ as our daily food. We should con- 
sider all created things as not worth having ; we should despise them, 
and give ourselves to God alone, and our aim would be to become 
daily more worthy to receive Him. 

If such are the happiness and blessings, resulting from the worthy 
reception of this Sacrament, should we not strive to make ourselves 
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worthy of receiving it frequently? The effects explained to you in 
this discourse we would all wish to have produced within us; there- 
fore, I exhort you, venerate this great Sacrament and live so as to 
be able to receive your Lord and God, and to partake of His grace 
and blessing, so that at the end of time you shall, according to His 
own words, be raised from death to life everlasting, which I wish 
you all. Amen. 


SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O.P. 


“Every tree that yieldeth not good fruit, shall be cut down, and shall be 
cast into the fire.”—Matt. vii. 19. 


SYNOPSIS.—Man is meant by the tree that yieldeth not good fruit. No 
distinction made on account of rank or position. Adam and Eve. Saul. 
The barren fig-tree. Christ does not say, Every tree that HAS not yielded 
good fruit, etc., nor does He say, Every tree that SHALL not yield good 
fruit, etc. Antiochus. The foolish virgins. 


The famous ancient philosopher Pythagoras used to say, “ When 
it thunders in the heavens, the earth is affected by it,’ which, in my 
opinion, means: “ When thou observest the wrath of God, humble 
thyself, beg forgiveness, and endeavor to do good.”  To-day’s 
Gospel contains a sentence which is calculated to fill us with fear 
and trembling, as would a terrific clap of thunder: “ Every tree 
that yieldeth not good fruit, shall be cut down, and shall be cast into 
the fire.’ Who would not be afraid, and humble himself, and 
seriously set out to perform works of penance, so as to escape the 
fate of the barren tree? That you may escape this sad fate, I wish 
to-day to exhort you to make resolution to perform good works and 
that the resolution may take root in your heart. I pray to God that 
He may grant you the necessary grace. 

By the tree, which if it bear not good fruit is to be cut down and 
cast into the fire, is meant man. As a heathen philosopher puts it: 
“ Man is a tree turned upside down. The root,” he says, “that is 
his head, is turned toward heaven, but the branches, his hands 
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and feet, are turned toward the earth.” When the trees of the forest 
are to be cut down, they are carefully looked over so that some of 
the finest specimens may be spared. But God makes no such dis- 
tinction, for the Gospel says: “ Every tree that yieldeth not good 
fruit, shall be cut down, and shall be cast into the fire.” That means, 
every man, whether king or beggar, great or small, rich or poor, 
well or sick, will be cut down by death and cast into the fire of hell 
if he has not yielded good fruit—namely, works of virtue and piety. 
What beautiful trees Adam and Eve would represent! God had 
formed them with His own hand, and planted them in a beautiful 
garden—Paradise. But because they yielded not good fruit they 
were taken out of Paradise. King Saul, too, in the commencement 
of his reign, resembled a beautiful and fruitful tree ; the Holy Ghost 
testifies this of him: ‘‘ Saul was a choice and goodly man: and there 
was not among the children of Israel a goodlier person than he.” 
(I. Kings ix. 2.) But soon he changed, yielded bad fruit, and was 
on that account cut down by death, and rejected by the Lord. The 
Saviour has depicted in the parable of a fig-tree, planted by a man in 
his vineyard and carefully attended to, the fate of those who do not 
yield good fruit—that is, works of virtue and piety. “ And he came 
seeking fruit on it, and found none. And he said to the tiller of the 
vineyard: Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this 
fig-tree, and I find none. Cut it down, therefore. Why doth it take 
up the ground?” (Luke xiii. 6, 7.) 

Furthermore, we should observe that Christ does not say, “ Every 
tree that has not yielded good fruit,’ but He says, “that does not 
yield good fruit, shall be cut down, and shall be cast into the fire.” 
If a person has led a virtuous life, and practised good works, but 
ceases to do good in his old’ age, his former good works will profit 
him little or nothing. Saul, for instance, as we have already seen, 
was a good and pious king in the beginning of his reign, but because 
he forsook the path of virtue he was rejected by God. To be saved, 
it is not sufficient to strive after virtue and righteousness for a year 
or two. We must persevere in good until the end, because only 
“those who persevere until the end will be saved.” Judas began 
well, but he ended badly and was lost. Paulus, or rather Saulus, was 
in the beginning a wicked and ungodly man, but he was converted 
and ended well. For this reason he was enabled to write: “I have 
fought a good fight; I have finished my course; I have kept the 
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faith. For the rest, there is laid up for me a crown of justice which 
the Lord, the just judge, will render to me at that day.” (II. Tim. 
wv. 9,8) 

Again, we must observe that Christ does neither say, “‘ Every tree 
that shall not yield good fruit,” but, “ that does not yield good fruit, 
shall be cut down, and shall be cast into the fire,” thereby rendering 
vain the hopes of those who imagine that in their old age, or even 
upon their death-bed, they will still have time to do penance and to be 
converted. The impious king Antiochus, on account of his vices 
and the cruelties he had practised upon the Jews, was visited with 
a terrible sickness. The eyes of his conscience were opened, and he 
vowed that if his health was restored to him he would offer a large 
amount of gold and silver at the temple at Jerusalem and would 
become a Jew. Nevertheless, he was not heard, and had to die the 
most wretched of deaths, and was lost because he had yielded no 
good fruit, and wanted to begin to practise penance and perform 
good works only then, when he was no longer able to do so. The 
foolish virgins were shut out from the nuptials because they wanted 
to buy oil for their lamps only then, when the bridegroom was 
already there. This is what will happen to us one day, dear Chris- 
tians, if we defer our repentance and conversion from one day to 
another, and only then wish to begin to do good when death is 
already at the door. Then there will be no more time, and the 
heavenly Bridegroom will say to us: “I know you not.” 

Let us follow the advice of the wise King Solomon: “ Whatsoever 
thy hand is able to do, do it earnestly.” (Eccl. ix. 10.) We are all 
trees planted in the garden of the true Church of God. But this is 
not sufficient to please God and to be saved; we must also yield good 
fruit, that is to say, works of virtue and piety, for “every tree that 
yieldeth not good fruit, shall be cut down, and shall be cast into the 
fire.” Let us fulfil diligently all our obligations. Let us not only 
promise to do good, but let us also keep this promise: “ Let us do 
good untiringly, for in that day we shall reap, if we do not tire.” 
Amen. 
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SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS. 
ON FALSE AND TRUE VIRTUE. 


“ By their fruits you shall know them.”—Matt. vii. 16. 


SYNOPSIS.—Good and bad Christians known by their works. A false and 
superficial virtue will manifest its true nature. I. A Christian should 
not be contented with the performance of good works; he should be 
careful how to perform them. II. It is not enough to be virtuous in 
the eyes of the world; we must be so in our hearts. 

I. Good works must proceed from the heart. St. Gregory. Our 
actions should be only the medium to express our intention. Our works 
must be perfect, unselfish. Hypocrisy. Jeroboam. The poor widow's 
mite. Perseverance. 

II. Have you the true virtue? Conclusion. 


Jesus Christ could not have given us a plainer or surer mark 
whereby we might know the difference between good and bad Chris- 
tians than by telling us we should know them, not by their words, 
but by their works. “A good tree,” He says, “can not bear bad 
fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit.” Yes, dear brethren, those 
who possess only a false piety, a hypocritical or only a superficial 
virtue, will, in spite of all the precautions they may take, be unable 
to prevent the true condition of their heart from sometimes manifest- 
ing itself outwardly, either in words or deeds. Nothing, my dear 
brethren, is so prevalent as this pretended virtue, or, in other words, 
this hypocrisy. 

So as to give you the right idea of the unhappy state of those 
poor souls who will, perhaps, be damned, although doing good, just 
because they do not good the right way, I will show you: 


I, A good Christian should not be contented to perform good 
works; he should know how to perform them properly. 
IT. It is not enough to be virtuous in the eyes of the world; we 
must be so in our hearis. 


5. 


Now, if you ask me, dear brethren, how can we know whether a 
virtue is real, and whether it will lead us to heaven, the answer is: 
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that in order to make an action pleasing to God, the following 
conditions must be fulfilled: First, the action should be sincere and 
perfect ; second, it should be humble and without selfishness ; third, 
it should be steadfast and enduring. If these conditions are found 
in everything you do, then you may be sure that you are working for 
heaven. 

(1) We have said that an action must be sincere; it is not suffi- 
cient that it shows itself only outwardly. It must come from our 
hearts, and love of God must be its prime cause and its beginning, 
for St. Gregory tells us that everything which God requires of us 
should be founded on the love which we owe Him. The action, 
therefore, should be nothing more than a sort of medium to express 
our intention. Words and actions that do not come from the 
sincerity of the heart are no more than hypocrisy in the eyes of 
God. ° 

We say, further, our virtue should be perfect. That means, it is 
not sufficient for us to practise only those certain virtues to which 
we may be naturally inclined, but we should embrace them all; that 
is to say, all virtues the practise of which is possible for our state. 
St. Paul says that we should prepare a superabundant provision of 
all kinds of good works for our salvation. 

(2) We said, also, that our virtue should be humble and free 
from selfishness. Jesus Christ tells us that we should never perform 
our actions in order that we may be praised by men. If we desire a 
heavenly reward, then we must hide the good which God works in us 
as much as possible, for fear that the devil of pride may rob us of 
the merit of those good works. But, perhaps, you will say, the good 
that we do, we do really for God, and the world has no benefit of it. 
My friend, I am not so sure about it. There are many who deceive 
themselves on this point. It might be easy to prove to you that your 
religion is largely on the outside only, and not founded in the soul. 
Tell me, would you not, rather than not, have people know that you 
observe all fast days? If you give money to the poor, or to the 
Church, would you not like to have this known by your neighbor? 
Does not that feeling make hypocrites of us? 

The saints did exactly the contrary. And why did they? They 
knew their religion, and they sought to humble themselves to obtain 
the mercy of God. What poor Christians are those, whose religion 
is one of mood, of habit, and nothing else! You will, perhaps, think 
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that these are rather strong words. Yes, without doubt, they are Hypocrisy. 


rather strong, but they are the strict truth. It must be my endeavor 
to produce in you a horror of the sin of hypocrisy. How many 
people, alas, although they do good works, will be lost because they 
do not know their religion thoroughly! Many people say a great 
many prayers, and even go frequently to the Sacraments; but they 
still keep their bad habits, and die in them, because they strive, at 
one and the same time, to be friends of God and friends of sin. Look 
at that man, who appears to be a good Christian. Just give him to 
understand, even if you have the right to do so, that he has wronged 
some one; point out his faults to him, or any wrong which he has 
been guilty of in his heart, and he will fly into a rage at once, and 
hate the sight of you. Hatred and ill-will spring up in his head. 
Look at another one. You can not have much of an opinion of his 
piety, for he answers you haughtily, and will not make up with those 
that have offended him. 

The following example will show us how severely God punishes 
false virtue, which is so great a sin: We read in Holy Scripture that 
King Jeroboam sent his wife to meet the prophet Ahias, in order to 
ask advice about the sickness of his son, and he made her to dis- 
guise herself in the garb of a poor and pious person. He had re- 
course to this artifice because he feared that, if his people knew that 
he asked advice of the prophets of the true God, they would come to 
the conclusion that he had very little confidence in their idols. But 
he could not deceive God. When this woman entered the abode of 
the prophet, the latter cried out, before even having seen her: 
“Wife of Jeroboam, why dost thou seek to appear other than thou 
art? Approach, hypocrite. I have bad news to give you from the 
Lord our God. Bad news, indeed. Listen: The Lord hath com- 
manded me to tell thee that he will send down all kinds of misfortune 
upon the house of Jeroboam; he will annihilate it, even unto the 
animals ; those of his house that die in the fields will be devoured by 
dogs. Depart now, wife of Jeroboam. Go and acquaint thy hus- 
band with this. And at the moment when thou settest thy foot 
within the city, thy son shall die.” Everything occurred just as the 
prophet had foretold; not one of Jeroboam’s house escaped the ven- 
geance of the Lord. You see, then, dear brethren, how God pun- 
ishes this cursed sin of hypocrisy. 

Moreover, I must tell you that it is not the size and greatness of 
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deeds which give them merit, but the pure intention with which 
they are undertaken. The Gospel gives us a beautiful example of 
this. The Evangelist St. Mark relates that Jesus Christ, on enter. 
ing the temple one day, beheld how the people cast money into the 
receptacle for offering, and He saw that many that were rich cast 
in much. Then He saw how a poor widow approached the recep- 
tacle humbly, and cast in two mites. Thereupon, Jesus Christ, call- 
ing His disciples, said to them: “ Behold, many persons have cast 
considerable alms into the almsbox, and see there also a poor widow 
who has only cast in two mites. What do you think of this differ- 
ence? To judge by appearances, you think, perhaps, that the gifts 
of the rich have more merit; but I tell you hat this widow has cast 
in more than all of them; for the rich cast in of their abundance, but 
she of her want hath cast in all she had. Most of the rich sought 
glory before men, and to be thought better than they were, while 
this widow hath given to please God alone.”” A beautiful example, 
dear brethren, which teaches us with what pure intentions and with 
what humility we should perform all our actions, if we desire to be 
rewarded for them. Certainly, God does not forbid us to perform 
our works before men, but He desires that they should be done for 
His sake alone, and not for the sake or the glory of the world. 

(3) We have said, the third necessary condition for true virtue is 
perseverance. We must not be satisfied to do good for a certain 
length of time, such as to pray for a while, to mortify ourselves at 
times, to renounce our self-will, to bear with the weaknesses of 
others, to combat the temptations of the devil, to bear patiently con- 
tempt and calumnies, to watch over the movements of our hearts. 
No, dear brethren, we must persevere until death if we wish to be 
saved. St. Paul says that we must be firm and steadfast in the serv- 
ice of God, and that we should work at the salvation of our souls 
every day of our lives, knowing well that our labor will not be re- 
warded unless we persevere until the end. He says: “ Neither 
riches nor poverty, neither health nor sickness, should induce us to 
neglect the salvation of our soul, and to separate ourselves from God: 
for we know that God will only crown that virtue which perseveres 
until death.” 

We see this in a remarkable manner in the Apocalypse in the 
person of a Bishop, who led such a holy life that God Himself lav- 
ished praises upon him: “I know thy works, and thy labor, and thy 
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patience, and how thou canst not bear evil men; and thou hast tried 
them who say they are apostles and are not, and hast found them 
liars; and thou hast patience, and hast borne for my name, and hast 
not failed. But this I have against thee: that thou hast become 
negligent in the practise of these virtues. Be mindful, therefore, 
from whence thou art fallen, and do penance as thou didst before, 
or else I shall reject thee, and punish thee.” Tell me, dear brethren, 
should not we be seized with fear when we hear how God menaced 
even a Bishop who had been negligent? Alas, what has become of 
us ever since our conversion! Instead of making progress daily, 
what tepidity, what indifference, is ours! No, God can not bear this 
perpetual inconstancy with which we turn from virtue to vice, and 
from vice to virtue again. Tell me, dear brethren, is this not your 
manner of living, too? Is your life anything else but an inter- 
mingling of sins and virtues? Do you not confess your sins, and 
the following day commit the same faults again? Or, maybe, even 
on the same day? How many there are who, for a certain length 
of time, seem to love God with all their strength, and then again 
forsake Him! What is it that you find so hard and difficult in the 
service of God that you are so soon discouraged, and return again 
to the world? And yet, at the moment when God allowed you to 
know your condition, you sighed, and you perceived how much you 
had deceived yourself! The reason of this misfortune is because 
Satan is angry at having lost you, and he works till he gets you back 
again, and hopes to hold you forever. How many faithless persons 
are there who have forsaken their religion, and yet they bear the 
name of Christians! 


II. 


Now, you will ask, how can we know if we have virtue in our 
hearts, that virtue which remains ever true to itself? Now, listen, 
dear brethren, and you will perceive whether you have that virtue on 
account of which God will receive you into heaven. A person who 
is truly virtuous does not waver in the least ; he is like a rock beaten 
by the storm in the midst of the sea. Whether you are blamed, or 
calumniated, or mocked at, or regarded as a hypocrite, or treated as a 
prude, none of these things should be capable of robbing you of your 
peace of soul. You should be just as well disposed toward your 
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enemies as if they had spoken well of you. You should not fail to 
show them kindness, although they have spoken badly of you. You 
should say your prayers, go to Confession and Holy Communion, 
and attend Holy Mass, with disregard of anything the world may 
say. Our virtue, also, to be true should be steadfast. That is to 
say, we must be just as resigned to the will of God, and zealous 
under crosses and ill-fortune, as at the time when nothing disagree- 
able comes in our way. This is how the saints acted. Look at the 
great multitude of the martyrs who endured everything that the 
frenzy of a tyrant could think of, and who, far from neglecting God, 
were, on the contrary, drawn closer to Him. Neither torments nor 
persecutions inflicted upon them caused them to waver. 

Let us, then, conclude, dear brethren, by remembering that our 
virtue must have its source in the heart, in order to be fruitful and 
pleasing to God. We must hide our good works. We should also 
be well on our guard so as to neglect nothing in the service of 
God; on the contrary, we should grow and increase in the knowledge 
and love of God. In this way the saints assured themselves of 
eternal bliss, the blessing which I wish you all. Amen. 


EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0.P. 


“ And the same was accused unto him.”—Luke xvi. I. 


SYNOPSIS.—The value of a good conscience and of a good name. A 
good conscience affords peace and consolation which no misfortune 
can disturb. St. Peter in prison. Your own experience. A stifled con- 
science evidence of depravity. A good name also a most precious 
treasure. The words of Solomon, Paul and Silas. 


The steward spoken of in to-day’s Gospel had, by his extrava- 
gant and unbridled life, lost the two things which are undeniably 
the most precious possessions of this life, namely, his good name, 
and his good conscience. His good name, because he was accused 
of having wasted his master’s goods; his good conscience, because 
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he could not justify himself when his master brought him to account. 
This induces me to speak to-day of these precious possessions : 


I. A good conscience, and 
II. A good name. 


I. There is no greater happiness than that afforded us by a good 
conscience, and no greater misery than the reproaches of a bad con- 
science. The wise king Solomon expressed this truth strikingly in 
these few words: “ The wicked man fleeth, when no man pursueth; 
but the just, bold as a lion, shall be without dread.” (Prov. xxviii. 
1.) A good conscience affords us peace and consolation, such as no 
misfortune, no oppression, no danger can disturb. For what has the 
just to fear? His conscience does not reproach him with sin or 
injustice, and for this reason he may think of God without trembling, 
yea, even with joy; and he can afford to face everybody without 
apprehension. And more than this, he need neither fear misfortune 
nor death, for he is in the hands of God, and “ precious in the sight 
of the Lord is the death of His just.” The happiness afforded by 
a good conscience we may observe in the Apostle Peter. Thrown 
in prison, the death sentence pronounced, he is to be executed the 
following day. But he is not in the least uneasy ; on the contrary, he 
sleeps so soundly that the angel who has come to deliver him is 
obliged to shake him so as to awaken him. Here you have a striking 
example of a man with a good conscience. He is quiet and consoled 
even in the face of death. Very different is the condition of the 
sinner with a bad conscience. He can not find peace or quiet any- 
where. He dare not think of God, for he has offended Him, and 
deserves His chastisements. He can not think of death and judg- 
ment without trembling. He is afraid of his fellow men, because 
he believes that they can read upon his forehead the wickedness that 
he is guilty of. Therefore, it is said: “‘ The wicked man fleeth, when 
no man pursueth.” It is not necessary to look about for examples 
to prove the truth that a bad conscience is one of the greatest tor- 
tures. I need only remind you of your own experience. Tell me, 
dear Christian, how did you feel when, for the first time, you 
offended your God by committing grievous sin? Did not the 
thought of this sin, and the punishment which you deserved for it, 
pursue you everywhere, and cause you the greatest torment? And 
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this torment only ceased when you became reconciled to God again 
through the Holy Sacrament of Penance. Many persons who live 
on, hardened in their sins and vices, do not feel this torment any 
longer ; their conscience is silent to all their misdeeds. But this is 
evidence of depravity. Who in this congregation still has the dis- 
tinction of right or wrong, and the desire to be saved, must acknowl- 
edge that a bad conscience never gives him any peace. Thence it is 
evident that there is no more precious possession than a good con- 
science. Neither money nor property, nor honors, nor pleasures, bring 
real happiness and contentment, but only the assurance of our con- 
science that we have done-our duty and not offended God. With a 
good conscience, the poorest and most wretched man is happier than 
many who have money and everything in abundance but lack the 
good conscience. 

II. After a good conscience, a good name is a most precious 
treasure. Solomon teaches us what a great good an honorable name 
is when he says: “ A good name is better than great riches.” (Prov. 
xxii. I.) We can acquire wealth only by great labor and expendi- 
ture of time, but a good name follows a good life of its own accord, 
as the shadow follows the wayfarer. Good and bad men may have 
riches, but it is only the good man who possesses a good name, which 
can only be obtained through virtue. Man must part with gold and 
silver when he dies, but a good name follows him into eternity, and 
obtains for him eternal bliss and joys. For this reason, “a good 
name is better than great riches,” and Holy Scripture exhorts us 
to strive earnestly to bear a good name, saying: “ Take care of a 
good name, for this shall continue with thee, more than a thousand 
treasures, precious and great.” (Eccl. xli. 15.) Even the heathens 
thought more of a good name than of any other earthly possession, 
and the heathen philosopher Cato used to say: “If thou shouldst 
lose everything, remember to save thy good name.” 

For the aforesaid reasons the saints of (God prized a good name 
above everything, and would rather endure the greatest hardships 
than to do anything to bring it to shame and disgrace. After Paul 
and Silas had been thrown into prison at Philippi, the magistrates 
sent word on the following day to set them free. But Paul said: 
“ After having whipped us publicly, uncondemned, men that are 
Romans, they sent us to prison; and now do they thrust us out pri- 
vately? Not so; but let them come and let us out themselves.” 
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(Acts xvi. 37.) Paul demanded this for their justification and 
satisfaction, and insisted upon it for the honor of their good name. 
Behold, dear Christians, Paul and Silas would rather remain in 
prison than have a stain on their good name, so dear and precious 
was it to them. 

Dear Christians, let us be just as solicitous for our good name! 
We shall acquire and preserve a good name if we endeavor always to 
have a good conscience; that is to say, if, in our actions, we do not 
transgress the divine commandments; if we avoid all those things 
whereby we offend God and disgrace ourselves in the eyes of men! 
Let us walk in the path of God’s commandments all the days of our 
lives; then God will reward us with peace of heart, and our fellow 
men will esteem and respect us. Amen. 


SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS. 
THE PARTICULAR JUDGMENT. 


“Give .an account of thy stewardship.”—Luke xvi. 2. 


SYNOPSIS.—The thought of judgment fills us with fear. Death comes un- 
expected and we may be called for judgment when least expected. Lead- 
ing a good life the proper preparation. I. What account will be exacted 
from us at the judgment? II. How we should make our preparation 
for this judgment. 

I. There are two judgments—particular and general. The particular 
judgment taking place immediately upon death. An exact account will 
be demanded of the gifts with which we have been endowed. 1. In nature. 
2. In grace. The witnesses of the judgment. If such strict account will 
be demanded of the gifts and graces, how much more severe will we 
be judged for sins committed? 

II. The judgment takes place in the very moment of death. This 
thought, and the knowledge of the severity of the judgment, should in- 
Spire us with fear and caution us to make preparations. Even the saints 
dreaded judgment. What must we do to prepare ourselves? Let us 
lead a good life. 


Can we, dear brethren, meditate upon the severity of the divine 
judgment without being penetrated with the liveliest fear? The 
days of our life are numbered, and, what is more, we know neither 
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the hour nor the moment when we shall be called before the judg- 
ment seat of our eternal Judge. At the very moment when we least 
expect it, when we are least prepared, we may have to render this 
awful accounting! I assure you, dear brethren, if we ponder over 
this rightly, we should have good cause to despair, if our religion 
did not teach us that we may mitigate that moment by leading a life 
which will animate us with the hope that God will have compassion 
upon us. Let us be on our guard, dear brethren, that we may not 
be taken by surprise when that moment comes, like the steward of 
whom Christ tells us in the Gospel. I will now show you: 


I. What we shall have to account for at the judgment. 
II. How we should prepare ourselves for this judgment. 


I, 


We all know, dear brethren, that we shall have to undergo a two- 
told judgment: One at that great day of wrath, at the end of the 
world, in the presence of the whole world, when all our actions, the 
good and the bad, will be revealed before the eyes of all mankind. 
But before this awful, and for sinners so fatal day, we shall have 
already undergone another judgment, namely, at the moment of 
death, immediately after having breathed our last sigh. Man’s voca- 
tion may be summed up in these words: To live, to die, and to be 
judged. This is a sure and unalterable law for all men. We are 
born to die, and we die to be judged, and this judgment will decide 
for us eternal happiness or eternal misery. The general judgment 
at which we shall all have to appear, will only be the proclamation of 
the particular judgment underwent at the hour of our death. You 
all know, dear brethren, that God has numbered our years, and He 
has determined which of these years will be our last: the year, the 
day, the hour, will surely come, after which time will be for us no 
more. What will then become of the sinner, of the ungodly, who 
had fondly relied upon a longer life? Their calculations do'not avail 
in that last hour. There will be no turning back, no hope, and no 
help. 

At that moment, my brethren—mark this well, you who do not 
dread to pass your lives in sin—at that moment, when your soul 
leaves the body, you will be judged. But you will say, we know 
this well. Yes, but you do not realize it. If you realized it thor- 
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oughly, you could not remain in a state in which you might at any 
moment be cast into hell for all eternity. If you really appreciated 
this fact, you would not run the risk of so great a misfortune. Re- 
member, the moment will come in which God will place the seal of 
immortality and eternity upon thy guilt as it will be found at that 
moment, and this seal will never be removed. O awful moment! so 
little contemplated, so brief and yet so long, which will pass away 
with such rapidity, and yet brings with it the awful consequences of 
an eternity. What will become of us, dear brethren, at that awful 
moment? We shall, each one of us, have to appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ, there to be judged, and to be asked for an exact 
account of all the good and the evii which we have done. God will 
demand an account of all the benefits which we have received, of all 
the gifts of nature, and of grace. We are held responsible for all 
these gifts. The gifts of nature concern body and soul. We shall 
have to give an account of the use we have made of our body. He 
will ask if you have employed its strength for the service of God, for 
your neighbor, in honest work, in the giving of alms, and in doing 
penance. Or if, on the contrary, you have employed your health 
and your body in the service of the devil. Then He will ask us 
whether we have misused the faculties of our mind for evil, to learn 
that which is wrong; whether we have read bad books, associated 
with ungodly persons, and taught evil to others. Whether we have 
employed our intellect to deceive others in business, to testify falsely, 
to revenge ourselves upon others, to revile religion. He will ask us 
whether we have not misused our gift of speech with words and 
songs against purity, with slander. He will ask us if we have used 
the powers of our reason to instruct ourselves in the truths of our 
Holy Religion, or whether we have made use of all these gifts to 
draw others into sin. God will ask us if we have made good use of 
our wealth, by reminding ourselves that we are only stewards of the 
same, and that everything which we shall have used for a bad pur- 
pose will be recorded against us as sins. 

Now we come, dear brethren, to another item in this rendering 
of account which will be still more severe, namely, that concerning 
grace. God will point out to us the benefits which He has granted 
us, for instance, in permitting us to be born in the bosom of the 
Catholic Church, when there are so many others born and die out- 
side the fold. He will show us how many years, months, weeks, and 
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days of life He has granted us when we were in sin so that we 
might repent. We should have been plunged into hell if He had 
allowed us to die during that time. He will place before our eyes 
all the good thoughts, the good instincts, and the good desires that 
He has granted us during our life. So many graces despised! He 
will remind us of all the instructions which we have been allowed 
to receive, of all our Confessions and Communions, and the heav- 
enly graces which we received in them. And we shall learn that so 
many Christians have not received the hundredth part of the graces 
that were given to us, and yet they sanctified themselves! Dear 
brethren, what has become of all our graces and blessings, what 
profit have we derived therefrom? What a sad moment that will be 
for a Christian who has despised them all, and derived no benefit 
from them! Is this your case? Listen to St. Gregory, who says: 
“My friend, consider this cross, and you will see what it cost God 
to merit life for us.” St. Augustine, when reflecting upon the ac- 
counting which we would have to give for all graces received, ex- 
claimed: “ How unhappy am I, what will become of me, having 
received so many graces! I am more afraid on account of these 
graces than on account of sins committed, although they are very 
numerous!’’ What shall we say, dear brethren, when Christ re- 
proaches us with our contempt and our misuse of the merits of His 
most precious blood? ‘‘ Woe to you, ungrateful sinner!” He will 
say, “thou unfruitful vine, thou barren tree! What could I have 
done for thy salvation that I did not do? Did I not have reason to 
expect that thou wouldst bear good fruit for eternal life? Where 
are thy good works? Where are thy prayers, which would have re- 
joiced My heart? Where are thy Confessions—the Communions 
which should have caused Me to dwell in thy soul, and which would 
have compensated Me in a measure for the sufferings which I 
endured for thy salvation? Where are thy penitential works for 
the wiping out of past sins? Where are the good results of the 
many good inspirations accorded thee, good thoughts and desires, 
and the many opportunities prepared for thee? Where are the Holy 
Masses through which thou couldst have made satisfaction for thy 
sins? Depart, wretched soul! thou hast only performed works of 
unrighteousness to renew My passion and death. Depart from Me! 
I curse thee for all eternity! Depart! On the day of general judg- 
ment I shall proclaim the good thou shouldst have accomplished, 
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but hast not done, and all the graces which I granted thee, but thou 
hast not used.” What terrible reproach! How awful will this ac- 
count be! f 

This judgment will take place before three witnesses: before God, 
who will judge us; our guardian angel, who will present our good 
works ; and Satan, who will reveal everything wicked which we have 
done during our lives! After they have spoken, God will judge us, 
and decide our everlasting destiny. How great will be the fear of a 
poor Christian who awaits his judgment, and whose fate will either 
be heaven or hell! 

If it is so dreadful, then, to give an account of even the graces 
which God gave us, what will it be when we shall be asked and 
judged according to our sins? Perhaps you will say for your own 
consolation that you have not committed sich monstrous sins. Per- 
haps not, in the eyes of the world; but how is it with your secret 
sins? Alas, how many unchaste thoughts and desires, how many 
thoughts of hatred, revenge, and envy, have soiled our mind and soui 
during a life of thirty, forty, or eighty years! How many thoughts 
of pride, of jealousy, how many desires to injure our neighbor, or to 
deceive him! And when it comes to sinful acts! When God asks 
us about certain unchaste actions, and certain shameful deeds, about 
unworthy Confessions and Communions, about our deceitfulness by 
which we have injured others! 


II. 


This judgment will take place in the very moment of death—we 
might say, upon the deathbed—for the Apostle clearly states: “ It 
is appointed unto men once to die, and after this the judgment.” 
(Heb. ix. 27.) No intermission, therefore, between death and judg- 
ment: one follows the other one immediately. 

Is not this thought sufficient to fill us with fright? And who does 
not tremble at the thought that God will let nothing pass unex- 
amined, not even the good works, so as to find out if they were really 
meritorious! Because so many good deeds are performed solely for 
the sake of the world and out of a desire to be observed and be con- 
sidered virtuous, therefore so many good actions have no merit 
in the eyes of God! If even the saints dreaded this moment, and 
practised long and severe penances, how may we hope that God will 
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have compassion upon us? Cast us not into hell, O Lord! Rather 
let us suffer any evils that Thou willst send us in this life! Yes, we 
should have a great sorrow for our sins, and weep over them, like 
King David, who wept over his sins until his death. We should 
humble ourselves profoundly before God, by accepting any suffering 
that God may send us in this life, not only with devout submission, 
but even with joy, for there is no alternative. We must suffer either 
in this life or the one to come, where our tears will be useless and 
our penance without merit. We must never forget that we do not 
know the day of our death, and that if, unfortunately, we should be 
overtaken in the state of sin, we should be eternally lost. - What, 
then, shall we do, dear brethren? We must be completely blind if, 
having pondered on these truths, we do not acknowledge that no 
man may justly say he is ready to appear before Christ. In view of 
this certainty, let us take steps to draw nearer to God, let us lead a 
good and God-fearing life, so as to assure ourselves of a favorable 
sentence if we should suddenly be called to judgment. How blinded 
is the sinner! How lamentable is his lot! No, dear brethren, let 
us no longer continue in our folly. Christ may knock at our door 
at the moment when we least expect Him. Happy they who have 
not waited till this moment to make their preparations! This is 
what I wish you all. Amen. 


NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV: F. HEFFNER, O.P. 


“ And when he drew near, seeing the city, he wept over it.”—Luke xix. 4I. 


SYNOPSIS.—The tears shed by Our Lord over Jerusalem, and the punish- 
ment served out to the tradespeople in the temple. Example of David 
weeping over the death of his children. Many of us weep over material 
losses, but do we weep over the loss of the grace of God? The chas- 
tisement of the tradespeople the only instance where our gentle Saviour 
ever showed anger. This should prove to us the enormity of the 
offense of desecrating the house of God. 


The Gospel of to-day speaks of two facts which certainly ought to 
engage our thoughts: The tears which the Saviour shed over the 
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city of Jerusalem when He entered it amid the shouts and the re- 
joicing of the people, and the severe punishment with which He, 
who was always kindness and meekness itself, chastised the venders 
and money-lenders in the temple. These two facts will be the sub- 
ject of my consideration to-day, and I hope that you will be thereby 
induced to strive for that which will give you peace. 

1. A greater public homage had never been paid to the Saviour 
during His earthly life than upon that day when, amid the acclama- 
tion of the people, He made His solemn entry into the city of Jeru- 
salem. One might think that this homage would have caused the 
Saviour great pleasure, whereas, as He approached Jerusalem, and 
saw the city, He wept over it. And why did He weep? Because He 
thought of the terrible punishment which would fall upon this glori- 
ous city and its inhabitants. Therefore He said: “ If thou also hadst 
known, and that in this thy day, the things that are for thy peace: 
but now they are hidden from thy eyes. For the days shall come 
upon thee, and thy enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and com- 
pass thee round, and straighten thee on every side, and beat thee 
flat to the ground, and thy children who are in thee; and they shall 
not leave in thee a stone upon a stone, because thou hast not known 
the time of thy visitation.” King David wept over three children 
which had been taken from him by death: over his first-born son, 
Ammon, who was murdered at a banquet; over Absalom, who was 
transpierced by Joab with three lances; and over Bethsabee’s little 
sen, who died at a tender age. After the death of the first two sons, 
he was inconsolable; after the death of the last, he soon ceased to 
weep. Why was David disconsolate after the death of his first two 
sons, while he was so soon consoled at the death of the last? For 
the reason, doubtless, that Ammon and Absalom died in their sins, 
and were lost, while Bethsabee’s little son died an innocent child. 
David did not weep so much at the loss of his sons as he did over 
the probability of their eternal damnation. And it seems to me that 
Christ did not weep so much over the destruction of the city of Jeru- 
salem as he did over the unbelievers, the blindness and obstinacy of 
the Jews, and the eternal damnation which they thereby brought 
down upon themselves. 

Let us take this profoundly to heart, my dear Christians! We 
often are sorrowful, and perhaps weep over financial losses, or over 
other misfortunes, but, alas! we do not weep over the loss of the 
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favor and grace of God. We are inconsolable when a great mis- 
fortune befalls us, but we do not mind, and are not sorrowful if, by 
our sins, we lose heaven and deserve hell. Indeed, frivolous persons 
even laugh when, through grievous sins, they have forfeited the 
grace of God. And the Saviour weeps over such Christians as He 
once did over the inhabitants of the unfortunate city of Jerusalem, 
and says: “If thou also hadst known, and that in this thy day, the 
things that are for thy peace!” My dear Christians, do we belong 
to the number of those over whom Christ wept? Reflect upon this, 
and if your conscience testifies that you are living unrepentant in 
your sins, remember the sad fate of the impenitent and obstinate 
Jews. Weep over your sins and return to God with a contrite heart, 
and He will have mercy upon you, and take you back into His favor. 

2. Itis worthy of notice, also, that Christ, when He came into the 
templé, began to drive out the buyers and sellers whom He found 
there. We read frequently in Holy Writ that Jesus wept. He wept 
as a little infant in the stable at Bethlehem, and on His Mother’s lap; 
He wept at the grave of His friend Lazarus; He wept when He 
approached Jerusalem, and saw the city; but nowhere, except in the 
Gospel of to-day, do we find that Christ was exasperated and in holy 
anger, so that He took a scourge to drive out the violators of the 
sanctuary. St. Chrysostom can not sufficiently wonder at this, that 
the ever-gentle Saviour, who endured with patience the greatest 
ignominies at the hands of the Jews, should here be so greatly ex- 
cited, and he adds that this took place to point out the magnitude of 
the injury offered to God through the desecration of His holy house. 
This was understood by the high priest Heli. Although he had been 
too indulgent toward his sons, still he could not allow the crimes 
which they had committed in the house of God to go unpunished, 
and He said to them: “ If one man shall sin against another, God 
may be appeased in his behalf: but if a man shall sin against the 
Lord, who shall pray for him?” (I. Kings ii. 25.) But Heli’s ex- 
hortation came too late. God had already decided to punish the 
father together with the sons; the former on account of his indul- 
gence, and the latter because of the crimes which they had committed 
in the temple. There came to the gentle and merciful Saviour, dur- 
ing the course of His earthly life, many kinds of sinners—for in- 
stance, the adulteress, the Samaritan woman, Mary Magdalen, and 
others—but we do not read that He was angry with them, or spoke 
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harshly to them, much less that He laid hold of a scourge wherewith 
to chastise them. On the contrary, He exhibited toward them the 
greatest kindness and charity, rebuked them gently for their sins, 
and admonished them to do better; at the same time mercifully par- 
doning them. But for those who, by buying and selling, and other 
improprieties, desecrated the temple, He had only harsh words, and 
He drove them forth from the sanctuary with a scourge. Hence we 
can see, my dear Christians, how great a sin it is, and what a severe 
punishment we deserve if we behave improperly in the house of God, 
and by unchaste thoughts, gossiping, and other unseemly conduct 
desecrate this sacred place. 

Let us take to heart what has just been said, dear Christians, an 
be careful for the future not to grieve the good Saviour by any sin, 
nor to dishonor His holy house by improper behavior. Let us love 
Him who first loved us, and let us pray, in this His holy house, with 
devotion, so that we may be partakers of His grace and His blessing. 
Amen. 


SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS. 
THE SOUL. 


“ And when He drew near, seeing the city, He wept over it.”—Luke xix. 41. 


SYNOPSIS.—Jesus weeping over Jerusalem because He foresaw the, loss 
of so many souls. I. What a soul really is. II. Our obligation toward 
our soul. 

I, The value of a human soul. God alone knows its beauties and 
perfections. The soul an image and likeness of God. The destiny of 
the soul. The soul filled with desires which can not be gratified in this 
world. The soul capable of the love of God and also of serving Him. 
God giving His own flesh and blood for the food of this valuable soul. 

II. Care to be taken not to lose this soul, if God Himself wept at 
the thought of its loss. He deplored the loss of souls also in His 
prophets. Amos. Jeremias. Christ in all His sufferings had but one 
object: the saving of our souls. The value of our souls also demon- 
strated by the work of the devil. Therefore, the knowledge of the value 
of your soul should prompt you to save it. 


When Jesus was about to enter the city of Jerusalem, He wept 
over it, saying: “ If thou wouldst at least have understood the grace 
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I bring thee, and wouldst have derived benefit therefrom, then thoy 
wouldst have still obtained forgiveness; but no, thy blindness has 
gone so far that all these graces have served only to harden thee, and 
to increase thy misfortune ; thou didst kill the prophets and the chil- 
dren of God, and now thou wilt reach the pinnacle of thy crimes by 
putting to death the law of God Himself.” This it was, my dear 
friends, that caused Jesus to shed copious tears when He was about 
to enter the city. In the calamity thus foretold, He foresaw and 
deplored the loss of so many souls, far more guilty, because favored 
with so many more graces, than the Jews. What moved Him so 
deeply was that, notwithstanding His merits and His bitter pas- 
sion, which would have been sufficient to redeem more than a thou- 
sand worlds, the greater part of humanity would be lost. Indeed, 
even among ourselves, He perceived those who despise His graces 
and employ them only for their own destruction. Who would not 
tremble, when seriously thinking of saving his soul? Has not Christ 
warned us under His tears: “ If my death and my blood do not serve 
for thy salvation, they will arouse the everlasting wrath of my 
Father.” 

Is it conceivable, my friends, that in spite of all Jesus has done 
for the salvation of our soul, we could be indifferent? For the pur- 
pose of expelling this indifference from among us, let me endeavor 
to show you: 


I. What a soul really is. 
II. Our obligation toward our soul. 


I. 


My dear friends, if we would really appreciate the value of our 
souls, with what care and zeal would we not try to save it! But we 
never really comprehend its value. To show the great value of a 
soul is impossible to mortal man. God alone knows the beauties 
and perfections with which He has adorned a soul. Let me point out 
to you that God has created heaven and earth, and all they contain, 
and all these wonders have been created for its benefit. Our 
catechism gives us an indication of the magnificence of the soul. If 
you ask a child, “ What is understood by saying that ‘man is a 
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creature whose soul is made to the image and likeness of God?’ ” 
the child will answer, “ That the soul, like God, possesses the facul- 
ties to reason, to love, and to act on its own free will.” This, my 
friends, is the highest testimonial to the qualities with which God has 
adorned the soul, that it was created by the three persons of the 
Most Holy Trinity after their own likeness. A spirit like unto God, 
capable for all eternity of recognizing the sublimities and perfec- 
tions of God; a soul which is the object of love of the three divine 
persons; a soul capable of adoring God in all His works; a soul 
whose whole destiny will be to sing the praises of the Almighty; 
a soul which has freedom in its actions, so that it may give its affec- 
tion and its love wheresoever it pleases. It is free to love God or 
not love Him, but when fortunate enough to turn to God in love, 
then God Himself seems to be the will of such a soul, and dwells 
therein in happiness. We may positively state that, since the crea- 
tion of the world there has never been anything refused to a soul if 
it was given over entirely to His love. God has instilled our souls 
with desires which find their gratification not in this world. Give 
a soul all the joys and treasures of this world, and it will not be 
satisfied, for the simple reason that God has created the soul for 
Himself. He alone is capable of satisfying its longings. 

Yes, my friends, our soul is capable of loving God, and the love of 
God alone forms its happiness. If we love Him, all the good and the 
pleasures which we could ever hope for on earth or in heaven, are 
ours. We are furthermore enabled to serve God, that is, to glorify 
Him in our works and actions. There is nothing, down to the most 
insignificant action, by which it would not be possible for us to 
glorify the Lord, provided we perform this action out of love for 
Him. Our occupations upon earth are different from the occupation 
of the angels in heaven only inasmuch as we can not as yet behold 
the Lord with our human eyes, but only with the eyes of faith. 

Our soul is so noble, adorned with such beautiful qualities that 
God entrusted every soul to the care of a prince of His heavenly 
household, to a guardian angel. Our soul is so precious in the eyes 
of God, that in His wisdom He could find no worthier food for it 
than His own divine body, of which the soul may partake as its daily 
bread, if it so desires. St. Ambrose says, that God esteems our soul 
so much, that if there had been only one soul in the world, He would 
not have considered it too great a sacrifice to die for this one soul. 
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He said to St. Teresa: “ Thou art so agreeable to me, that, if there 
had not been a heaven, I would have created one for thee alone.” 

“O body, how happy thou art! ” exclaims St. Bernard, “ to harbor 
a soul which is adorned with such beautiful graces!” Our soul is 
something so great, so precious, that nothing but God alone surpasses 
it. God once showed a soul to St. Catherine. She found it so 
beautiful that she exclaimed: “Oh, my Lord, if my faith did not 
teach me that there is only one God, I should believe this soul is 
another God. I can now understand that Thou hast died for so 
beautiful a soul!” 

Our soul, my dear friends, will be as immortal as God Himself. 
Can we be surprised, therefore, that God, knowing the value of the 
soul so well, weeps such bitter tears at the loss of such a soul? 


ye II. 


Now, let us consider how much care we must employ to preserve 
in our soul its great beauties. Oh, my friends, God is so sad over 
the loss of a soul, that He even wept over it. Already in His 
prophets, He weeps and bewails the loss of souls. We can see this 
clearly in the person of the prophet Amos. The prophet says: 
“When I had retired into solitude and meditated upon the terrible 
number of crimes which God’s own people committed every day, and 
when I saw that God’s wrath was ready to descend upon them, and 
that the abyss of hell was about to open and devour them, then I 
gathered them together, and said to them, with bitter tears: Oh, 
my children, do you know what my occupation is by day and by 
night? It is to recall to my mind, in the bitterness of my heart, all 
your sins. If I fall asleep from exhaustion, I rouse myself imme- 
diately, and cry out, my eyes bathed in tears and my heart torn with 
pain: Oh, my God, my God! is there a soul left in Israel which does 
not offend Thee? And then, my mind filled with this sad and 
deplorable state of things, I speak to the Lord, and, sighing bitterly 
in His presence, I say: Oh, my God, what must I do to obtain pardon 
for them? And now listen what the Lord has told me: Prophet, 
if thou wouldst obtain pardon for these ungrateful people, go into 
their streets and public places, and let them resound with your 
lamentations ; go into the stores of the merchants, and into the work- 
shops; go into the courts of law ; go to the houses of the rich, and the 
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huts of the poor; say to them all, where thou findest them within or 
without the gates of the city: Woe, woe, unto you, who have sinned 
against the Lord.” 

The prophet Jeremias, dear brethren, goes further still. To show 
us how grievous the loss of a soul is to God, he exclaims, at a moment 
when he was inspired by the spirit of God: “ Ah, my God, what will 
become of me? Thou hast confided to my care a rebellious people, 
an ungrateful nation, who will neither listen to Thee, nor be subject 
to Thy guidance. Alas! what shall I do? What resolution shall 
I take? And the Lord answered me: So as to show them how sor- 
rowiully I am touched at the loss of their souls, take thy hair, tear it 
from thy head, and throw it far from thee: for the sins of this people 
has obliged me to forsake them, and my anger is enkindled in the in- 
terior of their souls.””’ When the anger of God is enkindled on 
account of sin, that is the greatest sickness of the heart. “ But, O 
Lord,” said the prophet, “ what shall I do to induce Thee to turn 
away Thy angry regard from Thy people? Take a sack as raiment, 
said the Lord to me, strew ashes upon thy head, and weep without 
ceasing and in such abundance that thy tears will cover thy face, and 
weep so bitterly that your sins will be drowned in your tears.” 

Do you realize, dear brethren, how grievous the loss of our souls is 
to God? You see how miserable we are when we destroy a soul 
which God has so loved that He, when He had not yet eyes to weep 
with, borrowed the eyes of the prophet to shed bitter tears at their 
loss. The Lord says by His prophet Joel: “ Weep over the loss of 
souls, as a young wife who has just lost her husband, who was her 
only consolation, and who is exposed to all kinds of misfortune.” 

If we then consider what it had cost Christ to save our souls; if 
we consider His whole life, beginning with His lowly birth to His 
last breath on Calvary, all this suffering of a Godman, infinite 
in value, will tell us the value of our soul, because all He did was 
to redeem that soul, was the price paid for our souls. 

If, on the other hand, we see what the devil is doing in order to 
destroy your soul, indeed your soul must be very valuable if he 
uses all his forces to destroy it. We will, however, not look into this 
sad picture. Enough to know that he is our greatest enemy, and 
that we must fight him, and that, with Christ’s grace, we can over- 
come him. 

How true are, therefore, the words of Scripture: What does it 
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profit man to gain the whole world if he lose his soul? O beloved 
brethren, the knowledge of the value of your soul should move you 
to guard it as your greatest treasure. Do not allow sin to blemish 
or to destroy it. As you know that sin will cause the loss of your 
beautiful soul, guard it, and let this be your resolution on this 
morning, not only to avoid all mortal sin, but even every wilfui 
venial sin, so as to save your soul for heaven, and allow it to reach 
its destiny, its home, and its reward, the eternal sight of the great 
glory of God. Amen. 


INSTRUCTIONS ON THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT. 


TRANSLATED FROM THE ITALIAN OF FATHER I. DE BRESSANVIDO, O.F.M., 
BY THE REV. JOHN J. ROCHE, 0.F.M., (WEXFORD, IRELAND). 


THE ENORMITY OF THE SIN OF IMPURITY. 


SYNOPSIS.—The necessity of treating of this sin—A minister of God must 
not content himself with merely lamenting it, but must also treat of it, 
and expose it to horror: this is not opposed to the admonition of the 
Aposile. Adultery is principally forbidden, but every thought, word, and 
action contrary to purity also. The false zeal of those who would have 
you remain silent, pretending that to speak of it is calculated to teach 
malice to those who were ignorant of it. Another error and delusion is 
that of those who consider it a light sin. The severity with which the early 
Church punished it. This sin ranks its perpetrators among the brutes. 
From alli the effects it produces it must be considered grievous and enor- 
mous. It profanes the body, which is the temple of the Holy Ghost and the 
member of Jesus Christ. How much the wickedness of those who do not 
preserve purity exceeds that of Baltassar, etc. The examples of God’s 
vengeance from the Sacred Scripture. These chastisements are but the 
commencement of others in the next world. The folly of those who for 
a momentary pleasure, subject themselves to such punishments. 


I find myself surrounded by great difficulties in speaking of a vice 
and of a sin that should not be mentioned among us, because at the 
sole mention of it we should blush. Shall I, then, speak, or be silent? 
If I speak, I fear to offend the chaste ears of those who hear me; 
and, exposing the filth of this sin, I fear to prejudice the uprightness 
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of pure souls, and to awake the passion of the libertine and the 
wicked. But if I remain silent, I fear to be condemned, allowing a 
vice to prevail, without any effort or reparation, which, like an im- 
petuous torrent, draws after it an infinity of persons. If I wish to 
speak of it, I fear to act against the admonition of the Apostle, that 
it should not even be named among us; and the Divine word, accord- 
ing to the Psalmist, ought to be as pure and chaste as if it were seven 
times purified by the fire, as silver. But seeing the almost universal 
and horrible demoralization by this vice, so nasty and shameful, I 
fear being condemned by God, as one of those mute dogs who knew 
not how to bark, if I leave it buried in its darkness, without speaking 
of it. 

Have we not reason to weep, dear brethren, at the thought that a 
vice so unworthy and horrible prevails so much, and triumphs even 
among Christian Catholics, drawing down on us such terrible male- 
dictions of heaven, so pernicious as to cause the loss of an infinite 
number of souls? Yes, indeed, we have ample cause for tears, when 
we find an infinite number of persons of every sex, condition, state, 
age, especially of young men and women that are slaves of this vice, 
seeing the enormous disorders it drags them into, the immense num- 
ber of sins it precipitates them into, and, finally, it brings on them the 
height of all evils—the loss of their souls. And who will not be 
deeply grieved, and touched by the most lively compassion, to reflect 
on a vice that snatches so many souls from God, and miserably ruins 
them? But if we should weep over the loss of so many souls, if 
tears were never shed with more reason than in lamenting a sin that 
causes so much ruin, will it be enough for a minister of Jesus Christ 
to lament it in private, contenting himself with using this languid 
means, without ever mentioning it, and, without combating, permit 
it to triumph and prevail with impunity? It is not pleasing to God 
that I ever be wanting in my duty. I will, then, name it and attack 
it. All of you, married and single, who'love and practise chastity, 
fear not that it will be any detriment to the purity of your souls. 
Hence I will endeavor to prove the enormity of this sin, to increase 
the more your abhorrence of it. 

I. Every sort of a sin contrary to the virtue of chastity is for- 
bidden by this commandment. St. Paul in his letter to the Co- 
rinthians teaches, that we must not let ourselves be deceived, for 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor the effeminate, 
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nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
railers, nor extortioners, shall possess the kingdom of God. 

2. Adultery is principally, and with express words prohibited in 
this commandment, because besides the filth that it has in common 
with other sins of impurity, it also involves the malice of injustice, 
the injury done to the husbands or wives of the perpetrators. The 
Decalogue is principally a law of justice, hence after having forbid- 
den the destruction of the life of the body by murder, it prohibits 
the destruction of its honor by adultery. And as a man’s honor is 
the most precious thing he has next to his life: so by injuring it one 
of the greatest affronts is offered him. But at the same time every 
vicious thought, word, or action, internal or external, is prohibited 
by this commandment. 

3. Some moved by a false zeal reprove those who would treat of 
this vice, saying is it not a profanation of the holy place and of the 
Divine word, to treat of a vice so filthy and abominable? is it not 
putting modesty and innocence to the blush, and a danger of teach- 
ing vice to him who is ignorant of it? is it not better to be silent than 
to treat of it? Thus the slaves of this vice not uncommonly speak; 
they would make a shield of modesty, not to have their iniquity ex- 
posed. But this is a delusion of the enemy, or an affection of human 
corruption, whereby carnal man, under the pretext of feigned mod- 
esty, might give full scope to his passions, without any reproof. It 
is not to be denied that it must be treated of with all possible caution 
and purity of expression, which, with the help of God, we will 
attempt. 

4. Others seek to extenuate the guilt of this sin, saying that there 
are others more enormous against which preachers ought to arm 
their zeal, that it should be ranked among lighter sins, and that we 
are composed of flesh, and that some compassion should be had 
toward it. This is a great error and deception, it is by no means a 
light but one of the most enormous sins and to be abhorred, because 
more than any other it brings dishonor and infamy upon man, pro- 
faning soul and body, visited by the most terrible chastisements of 
God, in this world and the next. 

5. That impurity is one of the greatest, most enormous sins, may 
be deduced from the abhorrence in which the primitive Christians 
held it, and from the rigor with which the early Church punished it. 
She pronounced against the impure the sentence of excommunication. 
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She ranked it with idolatry and murder, which have always been 
regarded as the most enormous sins that can be committed. What 
penance do you think did she inflict on a person that committed even 
one of those sins? A fast that ends in a day? A rosary said in 
half an hour? Seven years of penance, as we have from the peni- 
tential canons of S. Basil, for a simple fornication, and fifteen for 
an adultery. And in what did this penance consist? They were to 
fast three days each week all these years, employ themselves in con- 
tinual prayer, humble themselves at the feet of the other faithful, 
asking mercy and pardon with sighs and tears. The entering of the 
Church was prohibited to them for a length of time, and, bitterest of 
all, they could not receive the Holy Sacrament but in danger of 
death., This was for a long time the restraint put on this most 
enormous sin. Can you call a sin, that was treated thus, a light one? 
Because it has become common, or because the Church has relaxed 
her discipline, it does not remain within the caprice of men to alter 
the enormity of sin, and though the Church has changed her disci- 
pline she has not changed her spirit; sin always remains the same. 

6. The reason why the Church punishes this sin so severely is 
because she esteems it so ignominious and so infamous that it not 
only dishonors the religion of him who commits it, but ranks him 
among the very brutes. “ And man when he was in honor did not 
understand; he is compared to senseless beasts, and is become like 
to them.” (Ps. xlviii. 13.) And this is a truth of which we have 
in our very selves the proofs, since we can easily see the difference 
between sins of the flesh and those of the mind and heart. Those of 
the mind and heart ordinarily do not bring along with them the dis- 
honor and infamy, from which the carnal sins are never free. For 
example, when a man is transported by ambition or pride, he sins, it 
is true, but he sins as Lucifer sinned, he commits a spiritual sin 
which an angel could commit. Another is carried away by avarice, 
but he sins as a man—it being a fact that men only can desire earthly 
things. But when man gives way to incontinence and abandons 
himself to the forbidden pleasures of the flesh, he sins like a beast, 
because he does an action which is common to the beasts, and who 
can deny that this brings with it dishonor and infamy to rational 
man? 

7. This is the reason that man even from his childhood blushes at 
words or actions that offend against modesty ; this is the reason that 
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in the earliest stages of youth, the mind turns away from sensuality, 
This is the reason that when you speak of this vice, you speak of one 
that impresses a most shameful blot on the character of him who 
practises it; of one that fills the perpetrators, unless dead to every 
sentiment of human feeling and decency, with shame and confusion, 
so that every artifice is used to preserve the honor and prevent 
exposure. And the reason, St. Thomas says, is because in these acts 
there is such an infamy, contrary to the good name of a person, that 
he is ashamed of it. Hence it is one at which, says St. Bernard, 
rational man should blush. 

8. From all this you may conclude that the Apostle St. Paul, 
speaking of the ancient philosophers, said, with good reason, that 
in punishment for not having glorified and thanked God, after hay- 
ing known Him, they were abandoned to the desires of their heart, 
to uncleanness, as to become slaves of sins so horrible as to disgrace 
human nature itself. What opinion do you form of those who make 
a shameful price of their bodies, and draw their gain and subsis- 
tence from this sin, the outcasts of the human race, persons of ill- 
fame? What do you say if that daughter or wife have abandoned 
themselves to this vice, or even have only once fallen into it, have lost 
their honor? If you know of any one keeping up bad practises, or 
even if you have only a well-grounded suspicion of it, what will you 
say of him? What is a man without his credit, or reputation? 
What awful names are those wretches abandoned to this vice called 
by? Whether they will or not, they are pointed out with the finger, 
and become as it were a byword. 

9. Now, a sin that makes a man fall from the rank of a rational 
being, making him like to the beasts; a sin at which a man naturally 
blushes, because it imprints on the character of him who commits it 
a most shameful stain; a sin which St. Paul calls a passion of igno- 
miny, because it dishonors and disgraces the perpetrator—will this 
be called a light sin, a frailty to be compassionated? Certainly, in 
the contrary, it is one of the greatest and most enormous, bringing 
along with it such terrible consequences, depriving a man of one of 
the dearest things to him in life—his reputation. But if it brings 
along with it such evils in man, considered as a rational being, how 
much greater if you consider him as a Christian, unworthily pro- 
faning both body and soul. 

10. Every mortal sin renders a man abominable in the sight of 
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God, but this sin of impurity does so in a special manner. It is as 
the Apostle St. Paul calls it a sin against his own body, because it 
profanes it! But you will say that holy things only can be pro- 
faned. No one doubts it, but are not our bodies holy things? They 
certainly are, being the temples of the Holy Ghost, as the Apostle 
says. They are not, then, merely a house in which the soul dwells, 
but the dwelling-place of the Holy Ghost, in which he dwells by his 
grace, and consequently would have them treated as holy things, and 
consecrated to him. This is the dignity and glory of your bodies, 
that perhaps you do not think of when giving them up to this sin. 

11. What, then, is the profanation that follows the commission of 
this crime? The profanation of a material temple is looked on as 
one of the greatest excesses that can be committed, on account of the 
solemn ceremonies used in its consecration. But is not the body of a 
Christian also the temple of God, and in a greater measure, than 
those built with stone and mortar? The ceremonies used in the con- 
secration of a church are but the type of the consecration of the body 
to God in Baptism. Of course, then, we must conclude that the prof- 
anation of the body by this horrible vice is greater than the profana- 
tion of the material temple of God. But if any one violate the tem- 
ple of God, him will God destroy. 

12. Moreover, in profaning his body by the commission of this 
sin, not only the temple of the Holy Ghost, but also a member of 
Jesus Christ, is profaned. Are you ignorant that your bodies are 
the members of Christ, and on this account how much they should 
be honored? To understand this better, you must bear in mind that 
when Jesus Christ took flesh in the pure womb of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary our flesh became the flesh of Jesus Christ and His flesh ours. 
Besides, by entering into the Church by Baptism we form with the 
other faithful one body, of which Jesus Christ is the head. This 
glory and happiness is increased by every Sacrament we receive, but 
in a vastly greater degree when we receive the body and blood of our 
Lord in the Most Holy Sacrament ; then are verified these words of 
St. Paul (I. Cor. xii. 27): “ Now you are the body of Christ, and 
members of member ” ; and to the Ephes. v. 30: “ We are the mem- 
bers of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.” 

13. Oh, what a great dignity it is that our bodies are the mem- 
bers of Jesus Christ, but how great an obligation is incumbent on 
us to preserve them pure and chaste as is becoming the members of 
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Jesus Christ! We should use them from henceforward only to pro- 
mote the glory of God; we should not live or work but according to 
the spirit of Jesus Christ. If an unworthy action must be done, we 
should procure members different from those we have; they are not 
ours but the members of Jesus Christ. He has bought us at a great 
price, even that of His own precious blood. Then by means of the 
Sacraments He has united us to Himself and consecrated us. 

14. What do you think of Christians who, after knowing the dig- 
nity and glory to which they are raised in becoming members of 
Jesus Christ, forget all this to subject themselves to this vice? What 
a horrible excess, what a profanation to abuse that body, that Jesus 
Christ has consecrated by His Holy Sacraments, in the perpetration 
of deeds the very thought of which terrifies! All condemn as an 
impious and sacrilegious wretch Baltassar, for profaning the sacred 
vessels.of the temple in the banquet of his nobles; still more impious 
and sacrilegious are those heretics that have used for infamous pur- 
poses the sacred vessels of the altar. But above all are those Chris- 
tians to be condemned that, by even more filthy and infamous prac- 
tises, violate these bodies consecrated by the touch of Jesus Christ 
in the Holy Sacrament, and that He has made His own members. 
Behold now, brethren, an argument that should make you conceive 
a great love for purity, and still greater horror of impurity, and con- 
vince you that instead of being light, this is one of the most enormous 
sins, profaning the body which is the temple of the Holy Ghost. 

But perhaps it spares the soul at least? No: still greater is this 
profanation. 

15. Man consisting of body and soul the virtue of chastity dwells 
in one as well as in the other. Nor can any one be pure if he be not 
so in both. It is necessary to remark, however, that the profanation 
this sin causes in the soul is even greater than that caused in the 
body, the soul being the nobler part of man. This is also the dwell- 
ing-place of God, the sanctuary in which the Holy Ghost resides. 
The soul is the likeness of God, in which He makes His perfection 
shine forth. This vice, therefore, defiles the temple of the divinity, 
the image of God Himself. It drives the Holy Ghost from his dwell- 
ing-place. “ My spirit,” he says, “ will no longer remain with man, 
because he is all flesh.” 

16. As soon as the Holy Ghost leaves, the soul is possessed by 
the devil, it becomes the dwelling-place of impure spirits. Thus speaks 
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St. John about Babylon, the type of a soul given to impurity : “ Baby- 
lon, the great, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and 
the hold of every unclean spirit, and the hold of every unclean and 
hateful bird.” We must, therefore, conclude that a sin which pro- 
fanes body and soul drives the Holy Ghost from his dwelling and 
hands it over to impure spirits, is not light, but most enormous. 

17. Great and lasting chastisements of God are manifest signs of 
His hatred and indignation. Now there has been no sin more dread- 
fully chastised than this of impurity, as we learn from the Sacred 
Scriptures. Why did He send the universal deluge, and, though 
grief could not enter into Him, why did He say that He repented 
having made man? On account of sins of the flesh, because all flesh 
had corrupted its way. (Gen. vii.) Why did He destroy the city 
of Sichem? On account of the lasciviousness of its Prince. (Gen. 
xiv.) Why did He send down fire and brimstone on Sodom and 
Gomorrah and those therein? Why was the desert stained with the 
blood of twenty-four thousand Israelites? For their fornications 
with the daughters of Moab. (Num. xxv.) Why did Palestine 
bewail the death of sixty-five thousand soldiers, and the almost total 
extinction of the tribe of Benjamin? For a shameful insult offered 
to a woman by the Benjaminites. (Judges xix.) Why did He 
strike with sudden death the two perfidious men, Her and Onan? 
(Gen. xxxviii.) Why did He cause the seven husbands of Sara to 
be suffocated by a devil? In punishment of this sin. (Tobias iii.) 
There were other sins in the world—disobedience to the divine pre- 
cepts, envy, murders even among brethren, oppressions, idolatries ; 
and yet for these He neither sent a deluge nor buried them in fire 
and brimstone. Why then does He act thus against this vice? Be- 
cause it is more abominable and enormous, less worthy of His com- 
passion, and more deserving His most dreadful chastisements. 

18. Things, however, would not be so bad if the chastisements 
that God pours out on this sin were to terminate in this life, but what 
increases their enormity, increases also the horror of them, is, that 
they are but the commencement of ones that are to come and are 
eternal. And as God chastises the sinners most dreadfully here, so 
also will He do hereafter in hell. God, says St. Peter (ii. 2), who 
perfectly knows the impious and wicked in His tremendous judg- 
ment has destined them to dreadful chastisements. And especially 
those who walk after the flesh, in the lust of uncleanness. Against 
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these the demons in hell rage with more fury, and a more burning 
fire torments them. In a word, they have to suffer more terrible 
punishments forever. 

Ig. Is this then a light sin not to be made much account of? Is 
this one to be compassionated, one that God chastises with most 
dreadful pains here and hereafter? But, knowing the consequences, 
will it be possible that he who has fallen into this sin will persevere 
in it, or that he who has not fallen into it will be so mad as to do so? 
Is it possible that a Christian will for a momentary pleasure renounce 
his title to heaven, to God, and select hell with all its horrors? No; 
let us all give ear to St. Paul: “ This (1. Thess. iv. 3) is the will of 
God, your sanctification; that you should abstain from fornication, 
that every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanc- 
tification, and honor ; not in the passion of lust, like the Gentiles that 
know not God.” And this because it is a most enormous sin, de- 
faming rational man, profaning body and soul, and bringing most 
dreadful punishments on it here and hereafter. 


(These instructions will be continued in our next issue.) 
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Sunday School Lessons for the Catechist. 


ELEMENTARY INSTRUCTIONS FOR LITTLE ONES. 
JESUS CHRIST. 


XXXVI. 


Jesus TEAcHES How Mucu He Loves MANKIND, AND THAT THEY 
SHOULD Love ONE ANOTHER. 


Children, what did Jesus teach us concerning the love of God, and 
whereby can we recognize it best? “God then gave His only- 
begotten Son for love of mankind.” And how do we know that God 
loved His Son exceedingly? To-day I will tell you what Jesus has 
taught about His love for men. 

We know that the voice from heaven said: “ This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” God the Father solemnly declared 
how much He loved His Son, Jesus Christ, and that He was well 
pleased with Him. Just as the heavenly Father loves His Son, Jesus 
teaches that thus He loves men. Listen to His own words. He 
says: ““ As my Father loves me, so do I love you.” What great love 
the fathers of this earth have for their children, but infinitely more 
does God the Father love His Son, Jesus Christ. And this Son 
teaches us that He loves men as His Father loves Him. What, then, 
has Jesus taught us of His love for mankind? As My Father loves 
Me, so do I love you. 

But Jesus has taught us in what way we could best know how 
much He loved them; and that you may understand this easily, I 
will first of all tell you a litttle story: 

Several centuries ago, a number of Christians journeyed to the 
country where Jesus Christ lived and suffered. They visited the 
holy places where He was born, where He suffered, but especially 
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the holy tomb in which His dead body reposed for three days, 
These pilgrims had to endure many hardships and difficulties during 
the long journey. But they bore them gladly as a penance for their 
sins, and out of love and gratitude toward their Redeemer, and to 
implore His grace and blessing. 

All at once they were seized by the Turks, the greatest enemies 
of the Christians in the Holy Land. They ill-treated the poor pil- 
grims in the most horrible manner. They robbed them of all they 
possessed, took them prisoners, led them into slavery where they 
had to undergo abuse and misery of every description, and often the 
most cruel of deaths. 

A certain pilgrim was thus imprisoned. This man had left two 
sons at home whom he loved dearly, and they loved their father, too. 
When they received the sad tidings that their good father had been 
made a slave by the Turks, and was leading a miserable life, one of 
the sons took his whole fortune and offered it to the Turks by whom 
his father was held as a slave, that they might restore his freedom. 
But it was in vain. The more money he offered, the more the 
Turks demanded. 

Then the other son journeyed to the place where his father was 
held as a slave, and begged the Turks to take him as a slave and set 
his father at liberty. As the father was feeble on account of 
the sufferings he had endured, and would probably soon die, and 
the son was a young, powerful man, the Turks agreed to this propo- 
sition. The father regained his freedom, the son became a slave. 
This good son spent a number of years in cruel slavery. Because 
he remained faithful to his belief, he had to undergo much ill- 
treatment at the hands of the Turks, and: he bore this all cheer- 
fully for the love of Jesus. At last the Turks caused him to be put 
to death in the most cruel manner. Children, which of these two 
sons had the greatest love for his father—the one who wished to give 
his fortune away to redeem his father, or the one who gave himself 
and his life, and thereby actually set the father free? 

Yes, the one who gave himself, his life, loved his father the most. 
We have no greater possession in this world than our life. If we 
lose our life, then everything is at an end for us in this world. 

How can we, therefore, recognize the great love of Jesus for 
mankind? Because Jesus gave up Himself, His life, for mankind. 
What does this crucifix represent? Where did Jesus Christ give 
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up His life for us? From this we should understand His infinite 
love for us. This is what He Himself teaches: Greater love than 
this no man hath, than that he give up his life for his friend. I will 
repeat this for you several times. 

Who, does Jesus teach us, has the greatest love? Children, if any 
one was to tell you that you must die to-day, and give your life for 
your brother who had done wrong, would you find it easy to do? 
It is an awful thing to die: and to die upon the cross, above all 
things, what suffering that must cause! Did Jesus really love man- 
kind so much that He gave His life for them? Yes, He gave His 
life for mankind ; He died for them upon the cross. 

I have known children who had very good parents, to fight one 
another, to scold and to strike one another. Now, when a father or 
mother observe such behavior on the part of their children, are they 
pleased at it? No, it causes them the greatest sorrow. Children, 
who is the father of us all? What do we call boys and girls who 
belong to one father? Right! They are called brothers and sisters. 
Now, as God is the father of us all, what are we to one another? 
Yes, brothers and sisters. Can it be pleasing to God when men who 
are His children hate and injure one another? For this reason did 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, become man and our brother, so as to 
show us by His example how we ought to love one another. And 
listen, what a beautiful commandment He has given us! He said: 
This is my commandment, that you love one another as I love you. 
What is the commandment which Jesus has given us? 

Dear children, if all men would keep this commandment of Jesus, 
it ‘would be very different in this world. It would be heaven upon 
earth. Did Jesus ever offend anybody? If no one ever offended 
any one else, but be always charitable and kind, what would life be? 
It is man’s own fault that it is not so. They do not obey the com- 
mandment of Jesus to love one another, as He loved them. Chil- 
dren, will you obey his commandment? I do not want to hear any 
more that some of you scold, push, strike, or hurt one another in 
any way. If you do you will not be disciples and favorites of Jesus, 
for the disciples of Jesus must love one another, as Jesus has told 
them: “ Thereby will every one know that you are my disciples if 
you love one another.” 

I have spoken to you before about the disciples of Jesus, how 
willingly they listened to His teaching and obeyed it. St. John was 
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the favorite disciple of Jesus. He had been Jesus’ follower in his 
early youth, and he preserved the purity and innocence of his heart 
most carefully. In his old age he became so feeble that his disciples 
had to carry him into the church. He could not preach any more. 
He exhorted the Christians briefly and beautifully to love one 
another. As often as he was brought among them, he used to 
repeat only these words: “ Children, love one another.” Now when 
his disciples and the assembled Christians always heard those same 
words, “ Children, love one another,” they became weary of it, and 
said: “ Master, why dost thou always say the same thing?” Then 
St. John answered: “ The reason why I exhort you so often to love 
one another, is because this is the Lord’s commandment. And it is 
sufficient if you obey this commandment.” 

What were the words with which St. John in his old age exhorted 
the Christians? Is this not a very beautiful exhortation? Does 
it not please you, too, very much? Obey it, then, and it will 
be enough if you will only do this. Would any one injure another if 
he loved him very much? If, then, all men would obey this, there 
would be no more quarrels and dissensions, and how pleasant life 
would be! 

Once upon a time there were two girls of about your age who were 
very fond of one another. Whenever they could they went to church 
and to school together. One day, as they were returning from 
school, they passed a garden, over the wall of which the branches 
of an apple tree were hanging, laden with ripe fruit. The wind 
swayed the branches, and a lovely apple fell down on the path where 
the two girls were walking. They both ran at the same time to pick 
it up. The girl who ran the quickest picked up the apple and kept 
it. The other girl wanted it, too, and then and there a quarrel arose 
between them. “TI don’t like you any more, and I sha’n’t speak to 
you either unless you give me some of that apple,” said one girl, and 
as the other one would not give her any they parted in anger. They 
did not speak to one another any longer, and as they formerly loved 
one another, they now began to hate each other. 

Was this right, children? We should do good even to those who 
hurt and offend us. Remember this well, that Jesus particularly 
commanded us to love those who treated us badly, even to love our 
enemies. When any one offends you, you must not tell them that 
you do not like them any more, but you must forgive them from your 
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heart. What prayer did I tell you that you should say every day 
for wicked men? Did you forget it? And those who forgot it 
should begin again to say this prayer. But I exhort you, above all 
things, little children, to love one another! I shall often ask whether 
any of you have been unkind, or rude, or offending one another. 
What would such a child deserve? Would you not rather be re- 
warded ? 

So far I generally gave a little present to the one who was atten- 
tive and learned his catechism. For the future, I shall always ask 
a child who knows its lesson well whether it has been good of beha- 
vior, particularly whether it has been always kind to other children. 
If a child knows its lesson well, but yet is naughty and offends 
others, what does such a child merit? But when a child is not so 
bright and can not learn quickly, but is otherwise good and amiable 
with the other children, does not such a child deserve to be rewarded ? 
And this is how I shall distribute the rewards for the future. 


XXXVII. 


Jesus TEACHES THAT THOSE WHO REALLY Love Him Keep His 
COMMANDMENTS. 


Dear children, what did I tell you last time about Jesus, who is 
the best teacher for children? What did Jesus teach us about His 
love for mankind? And who, did He say, had the greatest love? 
Did Jesus also give His life for mankind? What commandment 
did He give us as to how we should love one another? 

Your parents love you so dearly, and they show their love by all 
the good that they do to you. If a child should say to its father or 
mother, “ I do not love you,” would not this child be very wicked and 
ungrateful? But Jesus loves us far more than a father or mother 
love their child. What has He even given us out of love? If, then, 
we did not love Jesus in return, what should we be? Yes, we should 
be very ungrateful and unfeeling. If Jesus loved us so much as to 
give His life for us, what should we do? Will you love Jesus, who 
is your best teacher? I will now tell you what Jesus has taught 
us to do to prove our love for Him. Jesus taught: “If you love me, 
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keep my commandments. He who hath my commandments and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me. He who doth not love me, 
keepeth not my commandments.” So that you may understand 
the truth of this teaching of Jesus, I will make it plainer for you by 
a parable. 

James and Annie were the children of very good parents. Annie, 
particularly, was a favorite with her father, for she was always tell- 
ing him how much she loved him. The father had a most beautiful 
garden, in which there were a number of fine trees which bore fruit 
of different kinds. Among these trees there was a young apple tree 
which was in bloom for the first time, and promised to bear fruit. 
The children were delighted with this little tree, and when they used 
to stand beside their father, and notice with pleasure how the apples 
on the tree grew larger, their father promised them that if they 
strove. to become as rich in virtue as that tree was rich in fruit, he 
would present them with the apples. Then he raised his finger 
warningly, and said: “ Before these apples are ripe, and I shall be 
able to pick them, no one must shake any of them down. If you love 
me, you will obey me; but whoever disobeys, does not love me, and 
will grieve me very much.” The children promised faithfully not to 
touch the fruit. One day Annie was alone in the garden and, full 
of curiosity, she went to look at the tree. The apples were begin- 
ning to turn red. She thought to herself: “ They will certainly be 
ripe soon, and they must taste good.” The more she looked at the 
fruit, the more appetizing it appeared to her. You can shake one 
apple down; father will not notice it, she said to herself. After 
looking around carefully to see that no one noticed her, she took a 
stick and knocked an apple down. At that moment her brother 
entered the garden, but before he could see her she had put the 
apple in her pocket, and moved away hastily from the tree. 

At supper-time their father was very grave and depressed, and it 
was noticeable in his face that something must have happened that 
troubled him. At last he said to the children: “ Which of you was 
in the garden to-day?”’ James answered that when he went into 
the garden he found Annie there. “ Did either of you pick an apple 
from that little tree?” continued their father, “ with the exception 
of you two, there was no one else in the garden at that time.” James 
declared that he had not been near the tree all day. Now listen to 
what Annie did! 
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She pretended to be very sorry, and said, half crying: “ Father, 
dear, I meant to tell you who it was that knocked the apple down, 
but I could not find you anywhere. As I was leaving the garden, I 
looked back and saw James take a stick and knock one of the apples 
down from the tree.” 

James cried bitterly at being thus falsely accused, and he said re- 
peatedly : “ No, I did not do it.” The father had so much confidence 
in the lying little girl tha he would not listen to James, but shut him 
up in a dark room where he spent the whole night in tears. The 
false Annie had not been able to eat the apple, because her brother 
had appeared just as she was concealing it. The next day was a 
Sunday. Her mother, in changing her dress, found the stolen apple 
in Annie’s pocket. She took it to the father, who punished the de- 
ceitful girl with a good whipping, and then shut her up for three 
days and nights in the dark room where her innocent brother had 
been. 

Children, which of these two children loved their father the best, 
James or Annie? Annie had so often assured her father how much 
she loved him, but was this true? If she had really loved her father, 
would she have disobeyed and offended him? That is why Jesus 
teaches, that those who really love Him keep His commandments. 
Pay great attention to these words, which say: “Jf you love me, 
keep my commandments.” Now, what did Jesus teach us to do, if 
we wish to prove our love for Him? What is that commandment 
called in which He told us to love one another? Say the Ten 
Commandments. Now, dear children, I will tell you the great 
commandment of love, of which Jesus said that it contained all the 
others. It says: Thou shalt lowe the Lord thy God with thy whole 
heart, with thy whole soul, with thy whole mind, and with thy whole 
strength, and thy neighbor as thyself. 1 will repeat this to you 
several times. What, then, does the great commandment tell us 
to do? 

Children, in what way did the father, of whose children I have 
just been telling you, know which of them really loved him? This 
is also what Jesus teaches, that those who love Him may be known 
by their obedience, and in the keeping of His commandments. His 
teaching says: Whosoever hath my commandments, and keepeth 
them, he it is that loveth me. 

There are many persons who pray to God daily, and who declare in 
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the most beautiful and touching words how much they love God, 
They speak so beautifully about God that one would really think 
they love God above all things. And yet, dear children, very often 
these sort of persons do not love God. Their words are as false as 
those of the deceitful little Annie of whom I told you. In what way 
may we know these persons who do not love God? Jesus says: He 
who loveth me not, keepeth not my commandments. And so it is, 
Do you think that persons love you if they offend you daily, and only 
do that what displeases you? In the same way we can not believe 
those persons who do not keep His commandments, although they 
should repeat a thousand times that they love God. 

Dear children, obedience is well rewarded in this world by parents, 
teachers, and friends, but infinitely more glorious will be the reward 
of those who keep the commandments of God, and thereby prove 
that they love Him. Children, which do you like best: when your 
parents and teachers are pleased with you, or when they are dis- 
satisfied with you? And when will parents and teachers love their 
children, and be pleased with them? And so it is with God. Those 
persons who keep His commandments faithfully God loves and 
is pleased with them, and this is the first reward which they receive 
for their obedience. For Jesus teaches: He that loveth me shall be 
loved by my Father, and I will love him. How happy those persons 
are who know that a king or some other prominent person loves 
them. But who is greater than all the kings of the world? And 
to know that God, the Almighty Lord of heaven and earth, and 
His only begotten Son love us does this not make us happy and 
joyful? What love in return does Jesus promise those who love 
Him? You children require so many things which you are not able 
to obtain for yourselves. From whom do you get them? Whom 
do you ask when you want a dress, a book, or anything else? Now, 
if those two children, James and Annie, go io their father and ask 
him for something, which child do you think the father would 
sooner give it to, the disobedient Annie or the obedient James? 
And why is this? Children, so it is with God. Whence comes all 
that we are, and all that we have? What should we do when we 
want to obtain anything good from God? Does God grant the 
prayer of every one? Which is the happier, the one whose prayer is 
granted or the one whose prayer is not granted? Now listen 
what Jesus has promised those who keep His commandments. He 
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says: Whatsoever you ask the Father in my name, that the Father 
will give you. Children, what more do we want? If, therefore, 
we keep the commandments of \God, the Father in heaven will give 
us all those things for which we ask in the name of Jesus. 

Tell me, N., what would you like best of all to ask the Father in 
heaven for? And what would you ask for, N.? And you, N.? 
O children, it was necessary for Jesus to teach us what we should 
ask for; unfortunately we do not know what is really best for us, 
and we should often ask for things which would harm us and be 
unprofitable. For instance, would it be a good thing for a child to 
ask the father for a sharp knife? What might happen to a child 
with a knife? Dear children, in order that we may not ask such 
foolish things of God, Jesus Christ has taught us what we should 
ask of God. “ When you ask God for anything,” said Jesus, “ you 
should say: Our Father’ who art in heaven,” etc. Who taught us to 
say that most beautiful of prayers which we call the Our Father? 
How, then, did Jesus teach us to pray to the Father? Our Father, 
who art in heaven! etc. 


XXXVIII. 


EXPLANATION OF THE Our FATHER. 


Now, dear children, in order that you may always say the Our 
Father, that most beautiful of ail prayers, with devotion, and not 
only repeat it with the tongue, but understand and think about what 
you are saying, I will explain this beautiful prayer-to you. Now, 
pay attention! When praying Jesus taught us we should address 
the Father thus: Our Father, who art in heaven. So that we might 
have a childlike confidence in God, the Almighty Creator of heaven 
and earth, we may call Him Father. And so that we may look upon 
all mankind as the children of God, and love them as our brethren, 
we do not pray, “ My Father,” but “ Our Father.” Children, where 
do you want to go to after this life? Who dwells in heaven? There- 
fore, we should pray also, “ who art in heaven,” and lift up our 
hands and hearts to heaven. The first petition, dear children, says: 
Hallowed be thy name. Would it be right for any one to disgrace 























654 SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS. 


your parents, to defame their name. Good children desire, above al] 
things, that their parents should be respected. If we really love our 
Father in heaven, we should, above all things, desire that He should 
be honored by all men; that every one should pronounce the sacred 
name of God with reverence, and they should endeavor, as obedient 
children, to further the glory of their Father in heaven. What is 
the first thing that we should pray for? 

The second petition says: Thy kingdom come. By “ kingdom,” 
we understand the Holy Catholic Church upon earth and the king- 
dom of God in the other world—heaven. We pray God also, that 
the kingdom of God upon earth—the Holy Catholic Church—may be 
extended more and more, that all mankind may be converted to her, 
and that then they may obtain the kingdom of God in the other 
world—heaven. Children, if you did net belong to the Holy Catholic 
Church, would you not ardently desire to be received therein? 
There are many persons who do not know our Holy Church, nor the 
blessings which we obtain therein. Do you not wish that these 
persons should be converted, and that they might live and die in the 
Holy Catholic Church? Who alone can grant this grace to men? 
And we should pray to God fervently for this. But, if any one isa 
Catholic, and yet does not do what the Church teaches, can they go 
to the kingdom of God in the other world—heaven? Oh, no; if 
he leads a wicked and vicious life, he will go to hell, although he was 
a Catholic in this world. Mark this well! We should have the 
kingdom of heaven already within us. We should only desire what 
God wills, and then God reigns in our hearts, as He reigns in 
heaven, and then the kingdom of heaven, full of peace and happi- 
ness, is within us. And who can procure this for us? And that 
God may procure this for all men, how should we pray? When we 
pray, “ Thy kingdom come,” what do we ask for those persons who 
have not yet the Catholic faith? What do we ask for ourselves and 
all Catholics? And what do we ask for after this life? 

The third petition says: Thy will be done on earth, as it is in 
heaven. Children, who are the angels? Where do the angels 
dwell. The angels, dear children, who dwell with God in heaven, 
have the greatest joy in doing the will of God. This is why they 
are called blessed servants of God. Where do we men live? Do 
we also know what God wills, and what He does not will? What 
does God will, and what does He not will? What do we prefer to 
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do, the good or the bad? Why is this? If we do not accomplish 
the will of God upon earth, can we go to God and the holy angels 
in heaven? We know, dear children, that we are weak, frail men, 
who can not do the will of God, the good, of our own strength. 
But who can make weak men strong? We should ask God for this 
that He may give us the grace, that we only will what He wills, and 
always do His holy will, no matter how difficult it may be for us. 
Children, those who do not pray fervently for this, and do not say 
the third petition of the Our Father with devotion, alas! instead of 
doing good, and the will of God, they will do evil, which God abhors. 
Let us, then, do the will of God gladly and joyfully as the angels and 
saints do in heaven, and beg God frequently for His grace to this 
end. You will promise this, will you not? 

The fourth petition says: Give us this day our daily bread. We 
require nourishment daily for our bodies. From whom does every- 
thing come which we enjoy? A good child asks its parents for 
everything that it wants. Jesus also has taught us that we should 
ask the Father in heaven, that He may give us every day what we 
require for the sustenance and preservation of the body. O chil- 
dren, there are times when God, to punish wicked men, did not let 
anything grow; when there was a famine, and men died of hunger. 
Therefore, pray, work, and have confidence in God, and you will 
never want for your daily bread. 

Children, have we a body only? Does not the soul, which is a 
spirit, require spiritual food, too? The spiritual food of the soul 
is the Word of God. Those men, therefore, who hear the Word of 
God will be nourished and strengthened in the spirit. They learn 
to know God and to love him more and more. But those who do not 
hear the Word of God occupy their spirit generally with evil, and 
they are lost eternally. There is another food of the soul—a heav- 
enly bread—which is Jesus Christ in the Most Holy Eucharist, about 
which you will be instructed when you are older and have more 
understanding. What do we ask for the body in the fourth peti- 
tion? And what do we ask for the soul? 

The fifth petition says: And forgive us our trespasses, as we for- 
give them who trespass against us. Children, when people con- 
tract debts, they must pay them, or they will be accused before a 
judge and punished. As often as we sin, we are in debt to God, 
whom we are not able to pay. Can we undo the offense to God, the 
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wrong committed? All we can do is to beg the merciful God to for- 
give us our sins. In return, we promise to forgive our debtors ; that 
is to say, to forgive from our hearts those who have offended us, 
Whom, then, should we forgive, if we hope to obtain from God the 
pardon of our sins? Be forgiving, then, dear children, and never 
bear ill-will in your hearts toward those who have offended you. 
Otherwise God will not forgive you your faults and sins. 

The sixth petition says: And lead us not into temptation. Chil- 
dren, we have a great many enemies who wish to incite us to do 
wrong, and to make us unhappy for all eternity. You have often 
been urged by wicked persons, who taught you evil; by the flesh, 
when you have been tempted to do wrong; or by the devil, who 
suggested something wicked to you. That we may not be so 
unfortunate as to do wrong, we should, above all things, ask God 
fervently: ‘‘ Lead us not into temptation!” May God preserve us 
from every inclination to sin. But, children, we can not be entirely 
delivered from temptation. We must be tried, whether we love God 
more than anything else in the world. When you are inclined to 
do wrong, dear children, do not forget God then. Say to yourself: 
“What! I should do wrong and offend God? No, I would rather 
die than sin! Help me, O God, in this temptation!” The thought 
of God and a short prayer will always preserve you from sin. 
You should be particularly careful that you do not fall into 
temptation through your own fault. When a good child knows that 
another child is naughty and teaches him wrong as often as they 
are together, if, nevertheless, he does not avoid him, it is very 
likely that the good child will be led astray, and at last become 
wicked. Whose fault is it if the good child becomes wicked? It 
is his own fault. What ought he to have done? Dear children, 
be on your guard whenever you are urged to do wrong and are 
tempted. Fly at once from those persons and places, and if you can 
not avoid them, at least do not forget God, and implore His assist- 
ance. How did Jesus teach us to pray, that we might not fall into 
temptation ? 

The seventh petition says: But deliver us from evil. Amen. 
Children, you know the difference between good and evil? If you 
could choose between health and sickness, which would you choose? 
Why? Between joy and sorréw? Why? Between hard work and 
rest? Why? Dear children, you chose well between good and 




















SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS. 





657 


evil, but why did you always choose the good? Yes, indeed; we 
men would always prefer to have everything go well with us. God 
wishes this, too, but it can not always be. For when everything 
is well with mankind—if they are always in good health, happy, and 
comfortable—then they forget God only too soon, and fall into sin. 
Where will sinners go? Who is offended by sin? Is there a 
greater evil for mankind than sin? Who can preserve us from it? 
And what ought we to do if we wish God to preserve us from it? 
Yes, we should pray fervently to Him. And we should not only 
pray to be delivered from temporal evils, such as sickness and misery, 
poverty, trouble, and suffering, but we should pray to be delivered 
from temptation which would lead us into sin, for sin kills the soul 
as sickness kills the body. From what evils, then, should we ask 
God to deliver us in this petition? The word “ Amen” means “ So 
be it.” It means that we hope, with joyful confidence, that God will 
give us everything asked for, according to His holy will. 


XXXIX. 
Tue Hart Mary. 


I told you once about a child who had been promised a prayer- 
book by her father, but as she had been naughty she did not dare to 
ask her father to give it to her. So the child went to her mother, 
and because the mother interceded for her she really received it. 
Have we not a mother likewise in heaven? Who is this mother of 
ours? We should have recourse to Mary, the Mother of God and 
our Mother, in all our difficulties, and ask her to help us pray to God, 
so that we may, through her intercession, obtain that which, on ac- 
count of our unworthiness, we have not deserved. We turn, then, 
after having said the Our Father, to Mary, the Mother of God, and 
ask her intercession, that we may obtain all those things which we 
have prayed for in the Our Father. This prayer, in which we call 
upon Mary to intercede for us, is called the angelical salutation, or 
the Hail Mary, which you all know how to say, and which we will 
repeat aloud now. 

We salute Mary with the words of the angel Gabriel, and say: 
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Hail, Mary, full of grace; the Lord is with thee. Mary is full of 
grace, for she was elevated to the highest grace, to be the Mother 
of the Son of God. Ought we not to rejoice as often as we pro- 
nounce these words, and be reminded of the joyful message which 
the angel brought? Rejoice, dear children, as often as you say 
these words, that the Son of God came into the world, and chose 
Mary to be His Mother. 

We salute Mary also with the words with which her pious cousin, 
Elizabeth, saluted her. They are: Blessed art thou among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Mary is the most holy 
of women and virgins because she was chosen to become the Mother 
of the Son of God. For this reason we call her holy, and pray: 
‘‘Blessed art thou among women.” But we praise and bless above all 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, our Saviour and Redeemer, to whom 
be adoration, praise, and thanksgiving for all eternity. We must 
adore Jesus as our Lord and God. Do we adore the Mother of God? 
Certainly not, children! We must worship God alone. We call 
upon the Blessed Virgin Mary to intercede for us with God, as you 
will presently see in the prayer which the Church has added to the 
salutation of the angel and of Elizabeth. The prayer of the Church 
says: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now, and at 
the hour of our death. Amen. We do not say “ Holy Mary, we 
adore thee,”’ but “ pray for us.” Whom only may we adore? We 
ask the intercession of the saints, too. Dear children, when you ask 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, to pray for you now, and at the hour of 
your death, remember always that we are exposed to many dan- 
gers of sinning, and have great confidence and real love for Mary, 
the Mother of God. She will certainly pray to her Son, Jesus, for 
us, so that we, like her, may be holy in this world, and blessed in 
heaven for all eternity. 

Children, when your last hour comes, do you not wish to obtain 
from God a happy death? Have recourse to Mary, the Mother of 
God, and always say those words fervently: “ Holy Mary, Mother 
of God, pray for us sinners now, and at the hour of our death. 
Amen.” 

And now, dear children, you know how beautiful and how im- 
portant the prayer is which Jesus Christ has taught us, and which, 
in consequence, is called the Lord’s Prayer. But I should like to 
know now what you think we ought to do so as to obtain from God 
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everything that is contained in the Our Father. Yes, we ought to 
say this prayer frequently, and always with great devotion. But this 
is not sufficient; more than this is expected of us. Do you think 
that God will grant the prayer of a person who leads a vicious life? 
Even if he prays often, and with great fervor? What else is necessary 
in order that his prayer should be granted? To live well and pious- 
ly, and keep the commandments. If we do not do this God will 
not listen to us, no matter how often or how much we pray, even if 
we pray to Him with outstretched arms. But the prayer of pious 
persons, particularly of good, innocent children, pierces the clouds, 
and is pleasing to God. Do you wish to be good, pious children, 
and pray gladly to God? From whom does all good come? Do 
you wish to obtain good gifts from God your Father in heaven? 
What, then, should you do? Which prayer contains everything that 
we require for body and soul? Now, dear children, we will say this 
prayer devoutly. Lift up your hands and your hearts to God, and 
say the Lord’s Prayer! 


(It would be well for the teacher to let the children say the Our Father be- 
fore and after the instruction. Let one child lead, while the others answer.) 


XL. 


’ Jesus TEACHES ABOUT HEAVEN, His Fatuer’s House. 


Dear children, you can see daily how many strangers pass through 
this city. When travelers arrive here in the evening, what do they 
look for first? Yes, they look for a place where they can pass the 
night, and if they could not find any place they would have to con- 
tend with a great deal during the cold night. When these strangers 
reach their own town, do they have to seek a dwelling there? 
Where do they go to at once? Yes, they go home to their parents’ 
house. Children, I must tell you something which perhaps you have 
not heard before, namely, that we are all strangers in this world. 
This earth is not our home; we sojourn upon it for a short while 
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only, and then journey to our true country. Do you know which 
is really our home? Where does the Father of all dwell? And 
where do you wish to go one day? Hearken to what Jesus has 
taught us about heaven! Jesus teaches: Jn my Father’s house there 
are many mansions. And I go to prepare a place for you. What 
do you call the dwelling where you now live? Yes, we say usually 
it is my father’s house. In this way does Jesus compare heaven to 
a house which belongs to His Father. Which father requires the 
largest house, the one who has many children or the one who has 
a few? How many children do you suppose our Father in heaven 
has? We could not count them; for all men who have lived from 
the creation of the world until now, and who will live until the end of 
the world, whose children are they? Will they all find a dwelling 
in the house of their heavenly Father? What did Jesus teach? Chil- 
dren, if you were obliged to leave your home, and go to a strange 
land which you knew nothing about, would you do so willingly? 
But if, for instance, an elder brother should say to you, “ Fear not, 
I know this country very well. It is a most beautiful, fruitful coun- 
try, where everything that can make man happy is in abundance. I 
have just come from that country, and I have prepared a place for 
you there,” would you not go gladly, then, to that beautiful coun- 
try? It is the same with our heavenly home. Whence did Jesus 
come? And what did He promise to prepare for us there? “I 
will also prepare a place for you.” What has Jesus taught about 
heaven? “In my Father’s house,” etc. 

Jesus has returned again to heaven. Listen to the consoling 
promise He has given us. He said: J shall come again, and take 
you with me, that you may be where I am. When the father 
or mother are going out, the children ask at once: “ Father, 
mother, where are you going?” And the little children especially 
like to go, too. When the parents will not allow them to go, they 
are sorrowful and begin to cry. Have you not seen this, or done it 
yourself, perhaps? But if the father or mother says, “ You can not 
go with me now, dear child, but I shall return soon, and then you 
can go with me,” the child is contented, and waits gladly. Children, 
Jesus once said to His disciples that He was going to the Father; 
then they, too, were sad, because they loved him dearly, and they did 
not wish to be separated from Him. What did He promise them 
to console them? “TI shall come again,” etc. This promise, dear 
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children, concerns us all. Jesus Christ will come again, and take us 
to Himself, namely, when we die. He takes our souls to Himself, 
but the body is laid in the grave, where it decomposes and returns 
to the dust from whence it was taken. Children, I am sure you 
would like to know how it will be with us in the other world. 


‘Hearken to what Jesus says about this. He teaches: You will see 


me, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one shall take your joy 
away from you. If a person who has been very kind to us, and 
whom, therefore, we like very much, has been away for a long time, 
and then returns unexpectedly, how do we feel, glad or sorry? There 
is no one who has shown us so much kindness as Jesus Christ, and we 
shall see Him one day. Dear children, are you not glad that you 
will see Jesus one day? I will tell you about the second coming of 
Jesus upon earth at the judgment-day. 

At the end of the world Jesus Christ will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. But He will not come into the world poor and 
unknown as He came the first time at Bethlehem, but in the clouds 
of heaven with great power and might, in majesty and glory. The 
holy angels who will accompany Him He will send forth with 
mighty sounding trumpets, and they will call His elect together from 
all parts of the world. Then, dear children, all the dead will rise 
from their graves and appear before Jesus. Which of these men 
will rejoice the most when they see Jesus coming in the clouds 
of heaven, those who loved Him and kept His commandments or 
those who led a wicked life and offended Jesus? And no one will be 
able to take this joy away from the good. In this world the wicked 
often spoil the joy of the good and take it away, but then this wil! 
be sono more. For Jesus will separate the good from the bad, as a 
shepherd separates his sheep from the goats. He will place the good 
people at His right hand, and the wicked at His left. The good He 
will take with. Him to heaven, and the wicked He will cast into hell. 
What will the good do then? And what will the wicked do? That 
you may one day be placed among the good, observe well what Jesus 
teaches will happen when the good see Him again. What will take 
place then? “ You will see me,” etc. Will you see Jesus, too, N.? 
And you, N.? And you, N.? Will you be still living then? But 
if you will be dead then, if you have been buried in a grave, how 
will you be able to see Jesus? Yes, children, Jesus will awaken all 
men, and us also, from the dead. I will now tell you a story, so that 
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you may understand why you should take this instruction particu- 
larly to heart. 

A number of men were on a journey in their own country. An 
old experienced man who knew the way well traveled with them. 
They came to a dense forest through which the way led. Then the 
old man said: “ In this forest there are bands of daring robbers who 
plunder all those wayfarers who fall into their hands and very often 
murder them. Keep together, so that no one is left behind. If we 
keep together, they will not venture to lay hands upon us.” They 
all promised to follow his advice. After having proceeded several 
miles in the forest, some of the party complained of fatigue, and in 
spite of the old man’s warning they laid down under the shade of 
a tree and slept. 

While they slept on, the robbers came and discovered them. It 
was an easy matter for them to take the sleepers’ lives, which they 
did. They robbed them of everything they had, and their dead bodies 
became the prey of wild beasts and birds. Children, would these 
travelers have been killed if they had obeyed the old man? Their 
death was caused by their own fault, because they did not listen to 
the warning given them. 

Those who did obey the old man arrived, tired, of course, but 
safely, at the end of the forest, and they were very glad indeed to 
have escaped the danger. The way now led through a road on 
either side of which were planted the finest fruit trees, which 
bore the most delicious fruit. The wayfarers were hungry and 
thirsty, and would gladly have enjoyed this fruit, but the old man 
drew their attention to a sign which read: “ Any one touching this 
fruit will be punished according to the law.” Regardless of this, 
some of them shook the trees, and a quantity of apples and pears fell 
down. While they were picking up the fruit and tasting it, they 
were suddenly surrounded by soldiers who arrested them, and took 
them before the judge. He in turn imposed a heavy fine upon them 
and, being unable to pay, they were sent to prison until the debt 
should be paid. Oh, how they repented in the dungeon that they 
had not followed their leader’s advice! 

The travelers who had not touched the trees arrived with their 
guide, worn out, at a large, fine inn, where a number of festive people 
were assembled. Then the old man said: “ We will only stay here 
to take some refreshment, so that we shall be enabled to continue our 
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journey. Take my advice and do not eat or drink too much, and 
when I give the signal to start again follow me at once, otherwise 
you will certainly be very unfortunate.” After they had finished 
their repast, the guide said: “ Now let us move on and complete our 
journey.” But some of the party said: “ It is so pleasant and merry 
here, we can not possibly leave just now. We would rather stay 
here a little longer, and continue the journey later on.” And they 
did so, and ate and drank until late at night. Now hearken what 
happened ! 

That same night fire broke out in the inn. In the excitement it 
was forgotten to arouse the travelers, and when they woke up of 
their own accord the fire had already made such headway that they 
were enveloped in flames, and perished miserably. How they must 
have repented not having obeyed their guide! 

The few who had followed the old man arrived at last at home. 
They were received joyfully by parents and relations, and they were 
now able to rest after the hardships of the journey, and to pass their 
lives in peace and happiness in their own home. 

Children, this world is not our real home. Our real home is heaven. 
On our journey to our home—to heaven—a great many dangers 
beset our way, and in our next lesson I will tell you what the story 
just heard should teach us, how it should make us careful to avoid 
the dangers and difficulties met on our way to heaven. Therefore, 
be careful not to forget this story, so that you may remember the 
various incidents when I, in our next lesson, explain them to you. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


LESSON XXXVI. 


105. What did Jesus teach about His love for us? “As My Father loves 
Me, so do I love you.” 

106. And who did He teach had the greatest love? “A greater love than 
this no man hath, that he giveth his life for his friend.” 

107. Did Jesus give His life for mankind? Yes; He gave His life for 
inankind, and died for them upon the cross. 


LESSON XXXVII. 


108. What commandment did He give us as to how we should love one 
another? He said: “This is My commandment, that you love one another 
as I have loved you.” 

109. What does Jesus wish us to do to prove that we really love Him? 
“If yéu love Me,” He said, “keep My commandments.” 

110. What does the great commandment of love say? “Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with thy whole heart, with thy whole soul, with thy whole 
strength, and with thy whole mind, and thy neighbor as thyself.” 

111. What does Jesus teach whereby we can recognize those that love 
Him? He said: “He who has My commandments and keepeth them, he it 
is that loveth Me.” 

112. And whereby do we know those who do not love Him? “ Who- 
soever loveth Me not, keepeth not my commandments.” 

113. What love does Jesus promise in return to those who love Him? 
“ Whosoever loveth Me is loved by My Father, and I love him.” 

114. What does Jesus promise to him who prays to God? “ Whatever he 
asketh the Father in My name, the Father will give him.” 


LESSONS XXXVIII AND XXXIX. 


115. How did Jesus teach us that we should pray to God? “Our Father 
who art in heaven,” etc. (Repeat the Our Father and Hail Mary.) 


LESSON XL. 


116. What did Jesus teach us about heaven? He taught: “In My Father’s 
house there are many mansions. I will also prepare a place for you there.” 

117. Before Jesus returned to heaven, what consoling promise did He 
make to us? “I shall come again, and take you with me; that where I am, 
there you may be also.” 

118. We shall see Him again, then. What does Jesus teach on this sub- 
ject? “You will see Me, and your heart will rejoice, and your joy no one 
shall take from you.” 
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